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Rescheduled 2020 Show, September 19th & 20th
RCMP 100 Years – Noncompetitive Exhibits Only
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The Edmonton Stamp Club dates
back to 1912. The Club is Life
Chapter #6 of the Royal Philatelic
Society of Canada and Chapter #680
of the American Philatelic Society.
The editor welcomes
communications of all kinds–
letters, comments and articles.
Deadline, 7 days before first
monthly meeting. These may be forwarded to Fred Tauber, Edmonton
Stamp Club, Box 399, Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2J6, click “contact” on our
website or email to fxtauber@shaw.ca

2019 - 2020

Board of Directors

Area code 780Barnes, Richard President
488-5288
rtbarnes@shaw.ca
Schutte, Robert Past President
989-1260 rschutte@telusplanet.net
Dykstra, Ed
Vice President
587-341-0804
eddykstra@shaw.ca
Hewitt, Bob
Treasurer
466-0173 bobhewitt56@gmail.com
Stein, Warren
Secretary
463-9881
warren.stein@worleyparsons.com
(Archivist)
Tauber, Fred
Membership
469-3034 fxtauber@shaw.ca
(Webmaster-edmontonstampclub.com & Editor-Bulletin)
Kuester, Peter
Director
451-0520 peju@shaw.ca
(Circuits Manager)
Pacey, Jeff
Director
989-3491 jpacey@telus.net
Spencer, Keith
Director
437-1787 keithrspencer41@gmail.com
(NWFSC, RPSC liaison)
Hetke. Dave
Director
909-3974 davehetke@yahoo.com
Wissink, Barend Director
922-5019 wissink@mcsnet.ca
Fast, Malcom
Director
966-2812 mfast@beyondnumbers.ca
Ken Bailey
Director
990-4879 kbailey1@telusplanet.net
Dave Pattison
Director
914-7742 pattisond@ymail.com
Ed Pitts
Director
986-7404 ejpitts@telusplanet.net

Piercey, David
BNAPS liaison
437-2771 dpiercey@telus.net
John Bucci
Fall show coordinator 456-7095 mjrcards@telusplanet.net

Advertising rate schedule: Full page $30, half page $18. Nonmembers,
$1.00 per line up to 5 lines. Ten issue discount 20%. Five issue discount
10%. Members, Free, up to 5 lines. Contact Fred Tauber at
fxtauber@shaw.ca or Edmonton Stamp Club by mail.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
This morning when I got up at 6 AM, the sun is shining, the grass is
green, the water barrels are full after yesterday’s rain and the back lane
washed clean when I put the garbage out for the weekly pickup. It is a
marvelous way to start the day. Oh, yes, my coffee was ready when I came
back into the house to read the morning newspapers, what there is of them.
The bills resulting from the nonevent Spring Show are all paid except for
some possible unexpected little item. The rescheduled Edmonton Stamp
Show on September 20-21 is still scheduled to go ahead under the direction
of John Bucci.
The upcoming July Summer Social Meeting and Auction of the
Edmonton Stamp Club is still scheduled to proceed as planned on 27 July at
the Lions Center. We still need auction lots for this meeting. You can drop
them off at either Fred Tauber’s house for those living south of the river or
my house for members living north of the river.
During the July, meeting we will take half an hour to take care of the
year end items that normally would have been done during the June
meeting, specifically, the election of new Board members. We need to elect
a new President. I am not standing for reelection. If you have any ideas of
who would make a good Board member including yourself please contact
Warren Stein, any Board member or me. Nominations from the floor are
welcome. Please remember to have the concurrence of the member when
nominating them from the floor.
It took me a while this weekend to phone all the ESC Board members
because many were enjoying the lovely sunny days and/or availing
themselves to the relaxed meeting requirements allowing up to 15 people
gathering at one time. There should be further increases in the number of
people allowed to gather if present infection rates of the Chinese Virus
continue to decline. The City is now discussing when to open public
facilities for public use. There are many reasons to be optimistic for close to
normality in the near future.
We will be issuing our Bulletin publication both this July and August in
order to remain in contact with the ESC members. You can always check
our website when you are looking for information. The July Bulletin will
probably be mailed around July 7th. The final information [happening or not
happening] about the July meeting will be in this issue of the Bulletin. The
Bulletin and meeting information will also be available at the ESC website.
Remember when you think of another member of the ESC to take a
minute and give them a call. We need to remain in contact and share what is
happening with us both in our lives and our stamp collecting.
President Barnes
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NOTICE
Club Meetings Are Cancelled
Until Further Notice
The schools are closed until September

Summer meeting and auction
Is still planned, depending if the city reopens the venue by June,
This will allow a final decision as to a go/no-go for July 27th.
We are still accepting auctions lots currently.
Contact Fred Tauber: 780-469-3034 or fxtauber@shaw.ca

HACKERS TRY TO GET YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION
A recent form of phishing is rampant on the internet. They use
public information about the ESC board of directors and send
requests for payment from these names. Delete, do not reply.

DOOR PRIZE
No Name Tag – No Prize

At the regular meetings
Dave Ellis asks members if they have any bulk stamps to
donate to the club for the kiloware table? I am running low on
stamps that have not been put out already. You can just bring
them to any meeting.
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Trading Post
Frank von Hausen,
fvhstamps.com ,
1-866-684-8408,
Email: fvhstamps@aol.com. We buy & sell stamps of Canada,
European, foreign and topicals. Postcards, postal history covers,
Catalogues, Albums & accessories. Many discount prices.
Weekly auctions.

FOR SALE: ALBERTA HISTORY JOURNAL
(in excellent condition) Begins with an attractively bound book
containing volumes 6 through 14. 1958 – 1964. Contains a magazine
run from 1958 through 2019 - a total of 217 issues. Includes two
cumulative indexes and an accompanying 3 volume PIONEER WEST
set. A marvelous resource for the Alberta historian and researcher
Price! $285.00 Cdn. Keith R. Spencer, 780 437-1787
keithrspencer41 @gmail.com
I need a Canada Post Letter from Santa 2019 to complete my
Canadian collection for this year. Does anyone one have one for sale
or trade? I must have been naughty because I did not receive my
reply this year. Talk to me at a club meeting, or email Richard Barnes
rtbarnes@shaw.ca
Airmails on Ebay

CANADA #CL44_MLH, blk4, (10 bids) $44

JAPAN #C3_MNH, (5 bids) $38

/

ICELAND #C9_U, (21 bids) $46

#C22_MNH, (10) $34

/

#C7_MNH, (10) $32
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St Lucia
Steam Conveyance Co. Limited
Richard Barnes
I found the information on this company more confused,
contradictory and incomplete than most private post ship letter users.
In 1869 or 1870 the St Lucia Steam Conveyance Co. was formed to
reinstate a regular coastal service for the island of St Lucia. The
company introduced a set of two imperforate stamps. They are
described as plain white paper with a blue frame and woven blue
paper. It is thought that they were in two denominations, 1d and 6d.
There is no mention for coordinating the different papers to the
denominations. Ringstrom and Tester mention a possible single 3d
stamp. The date for the first production of the stamps is somewhere
between 1870 and 1871.
The demand for stamps quickly required a second printing of
stamps [1871 or 1880s]. These stamps were lithographed in Paris.
The values of these stamps matched the values of the Colonial stamps
used on the Island of St Lucia; 1p [S1], 3p [S2] and 6p. The long
period of time these stamps were in service, until 1887, may explain
the gum differences and differences in colour brightness.

Each stamp design for all three values on their intermediate stone
is slightly different from the other stamps creating transfer varieties.
In order to determine if a St Lucia Steam Conveyance Co Ltd stamp is
genuine the collector must be familiar with the transfer varieties for
each value.

Next page
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Another wrinkle in this story is a stash of 2000 sheets of St Lucia
Steam Conveyance Co Ltd stamps that was found in Western Europe
in the 1930s. These stamps have lighter colours and white gum. It is
suggested that these sheets were printed for the company but never
delivered. Another explanation is that they were printed for the
collector market. You can choose your explanation.
In 1972 the St Lucia Post Office issued a set of four stamps, Scott
# 320-323 commemorating the St Lucia Steam Conveyance Co Ltd
stamps. Stamp #320 [S3] depicts the 6p stamp that I do not have.

Checking dealers on the web I found there are numerous offers to sell
you St Lucia Steam Conveyance Co Ltd stamps. Only one dealer
stated his stamp was genuine but did not offer a certificate.
The bulk of my information came from the Ship Stamp Society
web site and the publication “The Private Ship Letter Stamps of the
World Pt 1.”
RB
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The Unexpected & Intriguing, Number 1:
“Southesk”
Part Two (continued from April 2020)

John Wollard

A friend recommended he visit Canada and put him in touch with
the Governor of Rupert’s Land and the Hudson Bay Company, the
elderly Sir George Simpson. The latter gave full support and even
accompanied him on the first stage of his travels through the US to St
Paul, Minnesota, then up to the Hudson Bay’s base at Fort Garry in
what is now Winnipeg, where he arrived in mid-1859. There he was
given abundant help in recruiting local guides and helpers, plus
getting ample provisions and equipment. With wagons loaded, the
small party set out on June 15th, heading west. By August 1st they
reached Fort Edmonton, where they left the comfort of the wagons,
continuing west on horses to the Rockies, they travelled a hardly
discernable trail through the wilderness. On reaching the McLeod
River, they followed that into the mountains west of Cadomin. From
there they journeyed vaguely southwards along what is nowadays
labelled as the South Boundary Trail, following the Medicine Tent
River, before crossing from the Athabasca watershed to the
Saskatchewan River watershed over a low pass. On a prominent hill
just to the Southwest of the pass the party erected a substantial rock
cairn, which is still visible today. The hill is called Southesk Cairn
Mountain, and the pass itself is now called Cairn Pass or Southesk
Pass. The Earl wrote in his journal, “I am the first European who has
visited this valley and if I might have the geographic honour of giving
my name to some spot of earth, I should choose the mountain near
which the two rivers [ie, the Medicine Tent and Southesk] rise.” This
peak was more distant, and he was concerned that it had already been
named, but his fears were for naught, so that grand peak has been
christened Mount Southesk (highest summit in Illustration 6).
By then it was mid-September
and bitterly cold. The party
struggled on to the warmer
Kootenay Plains, then along the
Siffleur River to the valley of the
Bow river where, devoid of supplies
and weak, they fortuitously met a
Next page
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band of Stoney Indians who helped them with food. Without that,
they may have perished, but by mid October they had returned to Fort
Edmonton, whence he and one companion headed back East to Fort
Garry. The Earl and his companions had covered some 4,000 km, had
indeed travelled where few Europeans had gone, and had managed to
bag some fine hunting trophies to make all the hardships worthwhile.
Moreover, despite the cold, struggles and exposure, the doctors were
right: all this travelling evidently restored his health, for it was not
long after his return to Britain that he re-married. Finally, in 1875, he
published an account of his travels.
During his travels, he bought or acquired a number of indigenous
artefacts, carefully noting what they were like, how they might be
used, and how he had obtained them. This collection remained in the
family until 2006, when the items were sold at a Sotheby’s auction.
The Royal Alberta Museum was successful in acquiring threequarters of these, which now form the fine ‘Southesk Collection’ with
a number of articles that are considered extremely rare and fine.
As icing on the cake, I see in various trail guides comments such
as the following: “I have no doubt that if it were more accessible,
Cairn Pass would be one of the premier alpine destinations in all the
Rocky Mountain parks. Spectacular”, “Cairn Pass is one of the most
isolated passes in the Canadian Rockies and we list this route for
people that just want to get away from it all. You are more likely to
encounter bears than people on this route. Alpine meadows, the
Medicine Tent River and alpine lakes make up the variable scenery
along this trip.” “Cairn Pass is absolutely wonderful”.
What do you think? Based on that, I am beginning to dream that
Southesk Pass might be an excellent destination for a back-packing
trip this coming Summer. So that gets me wondering, how often has a
century-old envelope addressed to a Countess determined your next
summer’s holiday plans? It would be the first time for me, for sure!
Anyone else interested in a five-day adventure?
John Woollard
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Meeting Dates
The Edmonton Stamp Club meets Mondays at 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria of
St. Joseph High School, 10830 - 109 Street. Park to the north of the school
and use the main entrance at the south-east corner of the school. For
information about the club call 780-488-5288 or 780-437-1787.

2020

2020

MEETINGS
CANCELLED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE

July 27th (summer
meeting/auction) Still as
Scheduled

September 19th & 20th
edmontonstampclub.com

Show / Bourse Rescheduled
Noncompetitive exhibits
Plus, the rare RCMP display
Commemorating 100 Years

Edmonton BNAPS
(British North America Philatelic
Society) will meet on the last Sunday of the month. All BNAPSers
welcome.
For information contact David Piercey at 780-437-2771 dpiercey@telus.net
or Steven Friedenthal at 780-721-3669 sfriedenthal@shaw.ca

More Airmails on Ebay

LATVIA #C12_MNH, ask $140 / RUSSIA #C17_MNH, (11 bids) $31 / USA_CZ #C2_MH, (4 bids) $25

USA #C2_MNH, (29 bids) $87 / USA_CZ #C20_MNH, (13) $27 / USA #C3_MNH, (34) $138
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Barend Wissink
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Topical Coconuts
By Ed Pitts

In this series featuring astronomers on stamps, I have tried to keep
the columns, more or less in the same order as the astronomers lived.
This month’s column is a little out of sequence in that our subject,
Regiomontanus, predated both Copernicus and Tycho Brahe, both
featured in earlier columns. Somehow, I don’t think any of the three
gentlemen involved will object so here goes anyway.
Johannes Müller von Königsberg (1436 – 1476), later known as
Regiomontanus, was a mathematician and astronomer working
primarily in Hungary, Germany and Austria. Although he normally
does not get credit, his work helped construct the foundations of what
was later known as Copernican Heliocentrism, the idea that the Earth
orbited the Sun, not the other way round as was widely accepted at
the time. Unfortunately, Regiomontanus is another one of those
famous astronomers that almost no one has heard about.
Regiomontanus was born a genius and by the time he was 12, he
had done the calculations necessary to describe the orbits of the six
known planets (Uranus and Neptune were yet to be discovered).
Quite an achievement for a pre-teen!!! He then went on to earn a
bachelor’s degree by the age of 16 and a master’s by 21.

And what, you may ask, did this wunderkind, manage to
achieve in his short life that warrants fame and a stamp?
Here are but a few of his many accomplishments:
•

He completed a translation of the Almagest, a treatise
written by Claudius Ptolemy on the movement of the stars
and planets. This required skill in reading and interpreting
ancient Greek as well as at least a clue on heavenly motions.
Later, both Copernicus and Galileo used this as a textbook.

Next page
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•

He calculated astronomical tables and built astronomical
instruments while working for the archbishop of Esztergom.

•

He went to Hungary and built an astrolabe for the royal court.

•

Along with Bernhard Walther, a wealthy German merchant,
humanist and astronomer based in Nuremberg, he observed
the unusual comet of 1472. Some of the explanations that
resulted came at a time when the old Ptolemaic system was
starting to show some cracks in its logical foundations.

•

He wrote a mathematical text, called Algorithmus
Demonstratus, that was one of the first to utilize symbolic
algebra.

A far too premature end came for our scholarly friend after he had
travelled to Rome at the request of Pope Sixtus IV to work on
improving the calendar then in use. Officially, it was the Black
Death, an epidemic of bubonic plague, that did him in, but there are
dark rumors of him being murdered. Apparently, he was overly
critical of a translation of the aforementioned Almagest by George of
Trebizond, and George’s sons were none too pleased about it. Tough
crowd…
Regiomontanus left hints that he was on the road to being
converted to Heliocentrism but there was nothing concrete that
anyone could use in any official accusation of heresy. Wise man. In
closing, it is interesting to note that our man was considered important
enough in scientific circles to warrant having a crater on the moon,
Regiomontanus, named after him. No small honour in my opinion.

The accompanying stamp features a portrait
of Regiomontanus together with a sample of
his work, showing the Earth, the signs of the
Zodiac in the middle, the heavens at the top,
with Ptolemy at the bottom left and
Regiomontanus again at the bottom right.
Well that’s it for this edition of Topical
Coconuts. See you next time.
EP
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Jeff Pacey

A Long Trip
Here is the envelope from a
card that my cousin’s daughter
sent to my mom. The houses are
about a mile and a half apart in
the country north of my
hometown. Both houses are
only a few miles from the post
office which is at one end of the
downtown. This letter went all
the way to Toronto for sorting and cancelling. It is a nice cancel, very
surprising in this day and age. Toronto is six hours south of my
hometown. For some reason even local mail has to go to Toronto for
sorting. I guess that is how things work in this day and age of
everything being centralized.
Frustration
You try and try to get
cancels on the stamps you use.
You tell them that you are a
stamp collector and want nice
cancels. Some of them don’t
even know what you are talking
about. It’s a waste of breath.
Why bother trying to collect
modern postage. Stick with the
old stuff, at least you can find nice cancels if you are willing to look
through material.
STAMP INSTRUCTIONS
This stamp from Argentina is telling
people where to put stamps on
envelopes. I guess it’s a good way to
get the message across. I mean you
have to be holding it in order to lick
it and put it on the envelope. I have
to wonder how many people
bothered to read it or put the stamp in the wrong place just out of
spite. Does anyone have an envelope that proves the message wasn’t
listened to?
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Covid Pandemic Derails ESC Circuit Book Policy
As youngsters, many budding philatelists relied on the monthly
mailings of stamp companies that would advertise in comic books catering
to the younger population. These Approval Booklets allowed each
collector, no matter how young or old they were, to examine the stamps
offered for sale, decide which ones appealed to them enough to warrant a
purchase, remove the desired items, and then return both the book and
the payment back to the stamp company which would promptly send
another approval booklet to start the cycle all over again.
Now, as practiced and knowledgeable philatelists, many Edmonton
Stamp Club members utilize the Circuit Books compiled by their fellow
collectors to find items to add to their collections. Just like with the old
Approval Booklets, they check out the offerings of Spain, Sweden, or
Surinam, choose what they wish and then pay for their choice when they
return the CB to the club. It is a service the ESC offers its members
throughout the year and to the general public at its annual Spring Show.
These Circuit Books – more than 650 at last count - are displayed at the
Club meetings and are also sent out to collectors in Saskatoon,
Lloydminster, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, and Kaslo, BC. (These shipments
have a range of turn-around times of between a month to three months.)
All monies collected are banked until June when the CB creators receive
their payouts for the previous year, along with the circuit books that had
been in circulation for two years. This is where Covid has created the need
for a revision.
Without a Spring Show or bi-weekly meetings, many of the CBs
have not yet reached their anticipated audience and sending them back to
their owners next month just because they have reached their two year
limit seems unnecessarily arbitrary. I’ve asked for and received consent to
hold onto the books for a three-year period and will retire them after they
have had proper exposure to all who may wish to look at them.
CB owners will continue to receive their cheques in June, as well as any
CBs that have gone through a Spring Show and all five of our satellite customers.
The rest will continue through their circuits until next year when the whole process
begins anew. Of course, should any owner require their CBs back earlier, all they
have to do is ask. I am here to help philatelists and collectors enjoy their pastime
and, if I have somehow missed the mark, please let me know and we will work out
any necessary changes.
Thanks for your attention and may this current storm pass over you and
your loved ones without major concerns. Take care .........................
Peter, the CB guy
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When the Spring Show was called ESPEX

19

E.S.C. BULLETIN

Volume 109, Number 5

ROYAL Shows in Edmonton
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