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French office in Canton, China #26
(eBay - (15 bids) $321)

Regular meetings
St. Joseph High School Cafeteria, 10830 - 109 Street, 6:00 pm

May 7th & 28th
June 4th (elections) & June 18th
July 30th (summer meeting/auction)
Central Lion’s Recreational Centre 113 St & 111 Ave (front gym)
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The Edmonton Stamp Club dates
back to 1912. The Club is Life
Chapter #6 of the Royal Philatelic
Society of Canada and Chapter
#680 of the American Philatelic
Society. The editor welcomes
communications of all kinds–
letters, comments and articles.
Deadline, 7 days before first
monthly meeting. These may be forwarded to Fred Tauber, Edmonton
Stamp Club, Box 399, Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2J6, click “contact” on
our website or email to fxtauber@shaw.ca

2017 - 2018

Board of Directors

Area code 780Barnes, Richard President
488-5288
rtbarnes@shaw.ca
Schutte, Robert Past President
989-1260 rschutte@telusplanet.net
Dykstra, Ed
Vice President
587-341-0804
eddykstra@shaw.ca
(Chair, Spring Show Committee)
Lockau, Jim
Vice President
Treasurer
467-4825
jimlockau@gmail.com
Stein, Warren
Secretary
463-9881
warren.stein@worleyparsons.com
(Archivist)
Tauber, Fred
Membership
469-3034 fxtauber@shaw.ca
(Webmaster-edmontonstampclub.com & Editor-Bulletin)
Kuester, Peter
Director
451-0520 peju@shaw.ca
(Circuits Manager)
Ellis, David
Director
457-7491 dwellis@shaw.ca
Pacey, Jeff
Director
989-3491 jpacey@telus.net
Spencer, Keith
Director
437-1787 keithrspencer41@gmail.com
(NWFSC, RPSC liaison)
Hetke. Dave
Director
909-3974 davehetke@yahoo.com
Wissink, Barend Director
922-5019 wissink@mcsnet.ca
Fast, Malcom
Director
966-2812 mfast@beyondnumbers.ca

Piercey, David

BNAPS liaison

437-2771

dpiercey@telus.net

Advertising rate schedule: Full page $30, half page $18.
Nonmembers, $1.00 per line up to 5 lines. Ten issue discount
20%. Five issue discount 10%. Members, Free, up to 5 lines.
Contact Fred Tauber at fxtauber@shaw.ca or Edmonton Stamp
Club by mail.
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Short but Important
We have just completed a very successful Spring Stamp Show. The
preparations for the Summer Meeting and Auction, July 30, Central Lions
Seniors Centre, south gym, are in place for another enjoyable gathering of
our members and fellow stamp enthusiasts. We have extended a welcome
to the members of other stamp clubs should they be here in Edmonton
welcoming them to come and visit, enjoy a light meal and our activities.
Successful activities require responsible thought, and participation. In
order to continue our successful activities, the Edmonton Stamp Club
requires your participation. Think about more active participation in the
club. Think of becoming a Board member or letting members of the Board
know of your willingness to assist in club activities. Please make an effort
on June 4, 2018 to attend the meeting. This is when we elect our Board
members. Make a difference and choose/elect the Edmonton Stamp Club
Board members.
Richard (president)

Coronation of Shah Ahmed
Persia (Iran)
Q19 to Q35 – full set 1915.
Value approximately
$100
(shiny overprint)
Reprint value ~ $15
(dull overprint)

4

E.S.C. BULLETIN

Volume 107

Number 5

NOTICE

ELECTIONS
June 4th, 2018
Let’s keep the club running, we need volunteers for the executive positions
and non-executive positions. Please participate.

Summer Meeting
The ‘big’ Club Auction
Will be held July 30, 2018,
at the Central Lion’s Recreation Center.
113 Street & 111 Avenue (enter through the front door)
(catalogue and pictures will be posted on our website)

Trading Post
200 WW STAMPS (75% large $4), Canada packet 200 stamps (75 % large
$5), mint Mexico 100 (large $4), foreign mint stamps $8, plus SAE (selfaddressed envelope) for each order. ESC members, postage free. Harold
Towlson, 60 Ivanhoe Road, Buffalo, NY, 14215, USA.
Want a stamp exchange particularly with GB Machins and commemoratives
of Royalty, also ships, trains, planes and such. Keith Thompson, 1109
Larch Place, Canmore, AB, T1W 1S8 or bikethom@telusplanet.net
Frank von Hausen,
fvhstamps.com,
1-866-684-8408,
Email:
fvhstamps@aol.com. We buy & sell stamps of Canada, European,
foreign and topicals. Postcards, postal history covers, Catalogues,
Albums & accessories. Many discount prices. Weekly auctions.
Stamp Exchange Wanted; Europe + Russia, Canada and USA by Serbian
Stamp Collectors. English correspondence, Brainislav (Brane) Popov at
popasremac@gmail.com. Serbian correspondence at
miroslavpopov85@gmail.com. Miro Popov, President of the Stamp Club,
Novi Sad.
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CAN YOU
BELIEVE IT?
Last meeting Dave wins
the door prize and the $$
50/50 draw.
Last year, he won the
Bluenose raffle.
Did he find a four five-leaf
clover?

Another Fun Exhibit
Ed Dykstra
Human Powered craft
on US transportation
coils

Jim Taylor’s
Fun Exhibit
(court of honor).
St Pierre &
Miquelon
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Starting a New Country
Richard Barnes
I am three weeks behind schedule to get my stamp commitments done. I
need to submit a note to the Bulletin. What to write about? When all else
fails write about want I have on my desk in front of me.
Ten years ago, I found that I just could not keep up with all the different
countries I was collecting. I dropped all the French Community countries in
the African Sahel region. This past winter I was bequeathed an Albanian
Collection. It consisted of a stock book with six pages of stamps, a folder
of non-sequential Scott album pages with stamps and a second folder of bits
and pieces such as small auction lots, loose stamps and stamps on paper
torn from album pages. In addition, there is a superb book “The Stamps
and Posts of Albania and Epirus 1878 to 1945” by John S. Phipps. This
book alone should have twigged me to what this collection contained.
The Balkan region we refer to now
as Albania (Fig 1), was a vilayet of the
Ottoman Empire when the Balkan Wars
began with the Russo - Turkish War of
1878. These wars upset the strategic
balance of Europe. The “Six Great
Powers”: Austria-Hungary, France,
Germany, Great Britain, Italy and
Russia created an Ambassadors’ Conference which on 29 July 1913 issued
a memorandum that affirmed there actually was a country named Albania.
They allowed the “Vlore” government which had declared an independent
Albania state on 21 November 1912 to exist until it was removed, and King
William appointed to rule Albania on 17
November 1914.
What I did know about Albania upon
receipt of this collection was confined to the
Strategic and Military history of international
politics, conferences, treaties, wars and that
Albania is source of the internationally
recognized beautiful Circassia women. When
I commenced with this collection I knew as
much about Albanian stamps and postal
(fig 2)
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needs as the minions of the Third Albanian Congress did in 1912 when the
unissued single headed eagle stamp set (Fig 2) was printed.
The two-headed eagle is the
coat-of-arms for Albania not a single
headed eagle. The first Albanian
conceived stamps were produced using
just a handstamp on ungummed paper,
but they were quickly followed by a
hand stamped issue Scott # 21 (Fig 3).
Probably because of a limited demand
for stamps and the dynamics in the
political sphere there were only three
truly Albanian stamp sets prior to the
Peoples’ Republic that were not
(fig 3)

overprinted.
Even when the original stamp
was never officially issued there can be
seven different overprinted sets, Scott
#84 (Fig 4). There are sets of Albanian
stamps not officially issued that escaped
overprinting and available on the
philatelic market. These were stamps
either sold by the printer to the philatelic
market or war booty stamps.
I have only got to 1963 in building
this collection. So far, according to Scott
I am missing 15 stamps. Certainly, all
Albanian stamps have forgeries prior to
1945 and I am certain there are more to
come.
(fig 4)

Even fantasy stamps of Albania are forged.
An example of this is the Republic of Mirditie
sets (Fig 5). I have run into a very frustrating
search on how to identify Albanian stamps
and their overprints. Can anyone help with
where to look for information?
(fig 5)
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(fig 6)

When starting up a new collection
such as Albania I quickly found myself
caught up into those fascinating quirky
side paths (not in Scott) such as local
stamps, local occupation stamps (Fig 6)
{Serbia 1915 in Albania}, resistance
stamps as well as postal stationary and
revenue stamps. The big question for
me now is to establish the parameters of
what I will collect in Albania and stick
to them.

Victoria (Australia), on eBay

VICTORIA #3_U, (10 bids) $28 / #29_MH, (20 bids) $65 /

#30_MH, (39 bids) $190

#31_MH, (25 bids) $85 / #58_MH, (13 bids) $131
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Meeting Dates
The Edmonton Stamp Club meets Mondays at 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria of St.
Joseph High School, 10830 - 109 Street. Park to the north of the school and use
the main entrance at the south-east corner of the school. For information about
the club call 780-451-0420 or 780-437-1787.

2018
th

July 30 , 2018 Summer
Meeting / Auction
Central Lion’s Recreational Centre
113 St & 111 Ave
(front gym)

May 7th & 28th
June 4th (elections)
June 18th

Edmonton BNAPS (British North America Philatelic Society) meets from time to
time. All BNAPSers welcome. For information contact David Piercey at
780-437-2771 or Steven Friedenthal at 780-721-3669.
location: Temple Beth Ora, 12313-105 Avenue (entrance from south parking lot
door)

recent eBay

USA-#1(C12), #2(707,C15)_2 COVERS, Akron, (4 bids) $23 / back

U.S. Navy’s rigid airships: U.S.S. Akron and U.S.S. Macon, heliuminflated airships,1931 and 1933.
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The Simplicity of Basic Forgery Detection
stamps@gotstamps.com

Part three
(continued from February 2018)

The following two examples will use some very clean copies of stamps
from Bremen. Picture #13 represents Bremen #3 and picture #14 represents
Bremen #7.

pic. 13

pic. 14

Both of these stamps are forgeries. Pictures #15 & #16 point out what was
used in determining them to be forgeries.

pic. 15

pic. 16
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Bremen #3 fails the following checks:
The b in Sieben is opened at the bottom in the authentic copies. On this
stamp the bottom of the b is complete, though the line is thin.
The lines in the shield protrude over the upper frame line into the border
area of the shield. In this copy the lines do not penetrate into the border
area.
Authentic copies of this stamp have a single dot in the r and k of Marke.
There are no dots in either letter of this issue. Having an authentic copy of
Bremen #3 would have made the first point crystal clear whether or not the
b in this copy is legitimate or not. However, with a magnifying glass, it is
quite clear to see that the b is closed. Using good judgment and a bit of
confidence, one should come to the conclusion that this is a forged stamp.
Bremen #7 is difficult to determine authenticity, but with sound
judgment, the following points clearly define this stamp as a forgery:
The 0 is usually open or very thin in the authentic copies. This stamp clearly
shows that the 0 is closed.
The 0 has dash lines in the white part. The 1 may have them but they are
not always visible. This copy has no dash lines in either numeral.
All 0 are flattened on the bottom. This particular 0 is very well rounded.
The differences between an authentic Bremen #7 and a forged Bremen #7
are slight, but quite easily detectable. With some simple knowledge, it is
easy to tell the difference between two Bremen stamps which are valued at
$650 and two forged stamps which are not worth much at all.
The examples so far have concentrated on detecting a forged stamp. The
goal of forgery detection is to find authentic stamps. The last example
presented will highlight the items used in determining that a stamp is
authentic. The stamp to be used is a Bergedorf #1, picture #17, which has
been forged many times over (GPS lists six different common forgeries of
this issue). Picture #18 highlights the main points used in differentiating
this stamp from its forged counterparts.

pic. 17

pic. 18
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The main points used in the determination of the stamp, as pointed out in
picture #18, are as follows:
The R of HALBER is broad and flat-topped.
The N of EIN does not contain a large dot in its upper right extremity and
the letter is composed of three thick lines.
The left tower of the castle is bisected vertically.
The cross-bars of all letters A, F and H are intact (or very nearly so).
The final check, against a Sperati forgery, is paper color; blue if authentic,
white or grey if forged by Sperati. Looking at the descriptions of some of
the forgeries, one would find that this stamp does not fit the description of
any of them, while meeting all the points of a genuine stamp. This would
lead one to believe that this stamp is authentic, the desired goal.
Having now gone through a number of examples, the reader should be
convinced that all collectors should be aware of forgeries and that anyone
can do basic forgery (authentication) detection. With simple research, and a
good book, forgery detection is available to any collector who wishes to
embark on this endeavor. It still must be pointed out that some forgeries are
so good, that detection is best left up to experts in the field, and for those
stamps, services like the "APS expertising", should be consulted. Failure to
detect forgeries may leave a collection full of worthless stamps and great
disappointment when a stamp is put up for sale or shown to another
collector.
4¢ Cameo Forgery

Next page
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From Jim Watt’s Collections
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Jim Watt
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The Stamp Gallery
Featuring Canada, British Colonies, Europe
And the Rest Of The World

Ihor Rudyk
14027-101 Ave.
Edmonton, Alberta
T5N 0K2

open: Thursday to Saturday
10am to 5 pm
Phone: 780-760-6078
email: ivrudyk@shaw.ca
Over 500 Red Boxes
Half Catalogue Or Less

Men of Storm Division, 1944

CROATIA-B73_MHR, (17 bids) $63 (eBay)
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