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The Edmonton Stamp Club dates
back to 1912. The Club is Life
Chapter #6 of the Royal Philatelic
Society of Canada and Chapter
#680 of the American Philatelic
Society. The editor welcomes
communications of all kinds–
letters, comments and articles.
Deadline, 25th day of each
month. These may be forwarded to Fred Tauber, Edmonton Stamp
Club, Box 399, Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2J6, click “contact” on our
website or email to fxtauber@shaw.ca
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Advertising rate schedule: Full page $30, half page $18, quarter page $10
per ten issues (annual subscription). Ten issue discount 20%. Five issue
discount 10%. Contact Fred Tauber at fxtauber@shaw.ca or Edmonton
Stamp Club by mail.
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Messages
Greetings Philatelists,
I hope this message finds you well in the midst of our somewhat wet
summer. Elections for the Board of Directors were held on June 6th under
the capable chairmanship of Rod Verrier. All board members who stood for
reelection were elected. Ken Kluchky and Richard Barnes resigned from the
board. A big thank you goes out to them for the many years they served as
board members. Ken will be missed for his thoughtful and to the point
contributions to the deliberations of the board and for his first hand
knowledge of the dealer's world. Fortunately he will continue as a valuable
member of the Spring Show Committee. Richard kept the board from
drifting in all directions by his insistence on clearly defined motions,
bringing needed structure and clarity of purpose. His insights in security
issues was also invaluable. Richard will continue to be involved in the
summer auction and I hope he will continue with his always informative
contributions to the Bulletin.
Before the new club year can start I like to acknowledge on behalf of the
board the many people who helped to make the past year a success. It is the
strength of the Edmonton Stamp Club that more than a few regular
members contribute their time and effort to activities like keeping auctions
running smoothly, organizing, setting up, and tearing down, the Spring
Show or the Christmas party.
A special thank you goes to Keith Spencer who not only found
"volunteer" speakers to enlighten the membership at the meetings but also
contributed by himself probably half of this years presentations. A special
thank you is due to the Estate committee whose members Jim Miller, Bud
Cutler, and Keith Spencer, do yeoman's work and navigate in an exemplary
manner the many obstacles that are inherent in disposing of, and auctioning,
an estate.
The board is looking for fresh perspectives that are needed for the club
to remain relevant in these fast changing times; consider joining the
governing body of the largest stamp club in Canada.
pres. Rob Schutte

eBay: ZEPPLIN_USA557,562,566,570_COVER, to Switzerland, (2 bids) $43
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NOTICES
NOW DUE
Membership $Dues$
July 1st 2016
2016-2017 Club year

Don’t lose your privileges
$30 per year for individual, $40 for family

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
September 12th

RESULTS
For the 2016 summer auction
Go to Edmontonstampclub.com
And click “Trading Post”
Audrey Covert
Audrey passed during August. She had been really struggling for the
better part of a year and was hospitalized at the time.
The Coverts - Earle and Audrey - have been staunch supporters of our
Club and our Shows for over 40 years. In fact, Earle’s multiple exhibits
have saved our shows many years.
Our condolences and prayers go to Earle.
eBay (July)

CAN_BC-7_MH, (30 bids) $59
CAN_NS-3_U, (13 bids) $44
CAN_BC-8_U, (24 bids) $102
CAN_NS-5_U, (28 bids) $110
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Keep Asking
By Richard Barnes

It is probably 10 – 15 years ago when I picked up Fig 1 in an
Iranian lot. Whenever I found a person interested in Iran I would ask
if they knew anything about this label. Occasionally I would forget I
had this item but I would again discover it among my glassines of
unidentified stamps. My persistence has paid off.

Fig 1

Fig 2

I finally know that this is truly a letter seal of the “Bank Melli Iran”.
It was the first Iranian bank to be established in Iran. The English
translation is “National Bank of Iran”. The seal was placed on the
back of the envelope over the envelope flap for security purposes.
This bank was established in 1928. This seal was used from 1928 to
1940. Reuter founded the first bank in Iran, “The Imperial Bank of
Iran” as we understand a bank in 1889/1890. I have an example of
their cheques from 1915 Fig 2.

Fig 3

Fig 4

A stamp set was issued in 1978, Scott #1991-92 Fig 3-4,
commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Bank Melli Iran. In the
lower left of these two stamps is the official crest of the bank Fig 5
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which was also depicted on the seal. This crest is derived from a
relief on the walls of Persepolis depicting “Cyrus the Great”
wrestling with a lion. I must thank Dr. M. Ganjoor for most of this
information.

Richard Barnes

Let me hear your Khoomei ringing out
A brief cultural history of Tuva

By: Sergei Shoigu
Nestled along the northern border of Mongolia, Tuva is easy to miss.
There are no direct flights from Moscow; the only ways in are turbo-prop
planes from nearby Siberian cities or a long drive through the surrounding mountains.
Most of the region’s 308,000 people are native Tuvans, a Turkic people
some of whom still practice a traditional nomadic lifestyle. Shamanism
and Buddhism remain more widespread than Orthodox Christianity,
Russia’s dominant religion. As Oksana Tyulyush, artistic director of the
Tuvan National Orchestra, quips, “God is a long way up and Moscow is a
long way away”
Russians typically know little of the region, which lived under Mongol
or Chinese rule for most of its history Between 1921 and 1944 Tuvans
enjoyed a brief run of de jure independence as Tannu Tuva, or the Tuvan
People’s Republic, which delighted philatelists by issuing 3 Series of oddly
shaped Stamps.
Next page…..
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After the end of the second world war, the Soviet Union moved in,
making Tuva an official protectorate at the request of local authorities.
(When Soviet officials came to distribute passports, they found that
everyone in the home village of Sergei Shoigu’s family had the same
surname, Kuzhuget. They solved the problem by reversing some
inhabitants’ first and last names.)
For most outsiders, Tuva is best known for its music: khoomei; or throat
singing, a trance-inducing drone created when one singer hits several
notes simultaneously, Khoomei is inspired by nature, as performers seek to
channel the waters, winds and beasts of their surroundings. In Tuva
harking back to tradition has helped fill the void left after the Soviet
collapse. Throat singing has also become a career path in one of Russia’s
most depressed regions. The most skilled musicians perform around
the world, though some feel the music only works in its native habitat. “To
live in an apartment and sing khoomei doesn't make sense, ” says Ms
Tyulyush. “You have to live in a yurt and see the stars."
Next page……
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Tuva’s Cultural History
A kind letter (email) from an international visitor

Attached is the
picture I made at the
meeting June 13 when
I visited the Edmonton
stamp club. The
evening I’ve really
liked. Thanks again
for the hospitality. If I
can do something for
your stamp club, please let me know.
Kind regards;
Claartje van Leeuwen
Roden
Netherlands
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2016 Summer Auction
The summer auction, held July 25th, was very successful.
Attendance has increased and the new venue was a hit. The
refreshments was eagerly devoured (kind contribution from Rod).
The dollar value realized was also higher, thus the expense for the
club was in the black. Many thanks to Carol Warren, Roman Zrobok
and many volunteers in making it a success.

THANK YOU
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STAMP CONTEST
During the summer months I have been sorting and selecting stamps and
deposited them in a 4 liter jar which I would like to raffle off to club
members during the coming stamp season and make a few bucks for the
club. Here are my thoughts on how to run it. When I have the final count I
will enclose the number in a sealed envelope and hand it to the treasurer (we
know we can trust him). Club members will have to guess the amount of
stamps in the jar at $1 a guess or 8 guesses for $5 (closest but not over).
Hopefully out of town members will stick 5 bucks in an envelope and send
it in.
Below is a picture of the jar. The contest will end at the Christmas social
2016. I will keep track of the guesses.

The jar contains worldwide but no Canadian
stamps.
Bill Vanderstelt
doneida1@telus.net
780-464-3597
4 liters (quarts) = ???
stamps
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Meeting Dates
The Edmonton Stamp Club meets Mondays at 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria of St.
Joseph High School, 10830 - 109 Street. Park to the north of the school and use
the main entrance at the south-east corner of the school. For information about
the club call 780-451-0420 or 780-437-1787.

2016
Edmonton BNAPS
(British North
America
Philatelic
meets
th
th
September 12 Society)
AGM, 19
October 3rd, 24th,
November 7th, 21st
December 5th, 19th

2017
January 9th, 23rd
February 13th, 27th
March 13th, 20th
April 10th, 24th
May 8th, 15th, 29th
June 12th (elections)

Edmonton BNAPS (British North America Philatelic Society) meets from time to
time. All BNAPSers welcome. For information contact David Piercey at
780-437-2771 or Steven Friedenthal at 780-458-1233.

CONGRATUALATIONS TO DAVE PIERCEY
Royal Philatelic Society press release
PR16-1 – June 2016

Geldert Medal for 2015 Awarded to David Piercey, FRPSC
George Pepall, President of The Royal Philatelic Society of Canada
(RPSC), today announced that David Piercey of Edmonton, Alberta is the
2015 recipient of the Geldert Medal.
Mr. Piercey is receiving the award for his article “The Montreal Steamers
and the Newfoundland Mails 1885 - 1897”, which was published in the
May/June 2015 issue of The Canadian Philatelist (TCP), the journal of the
Society.
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The Geldert Medal selection committee, in a
unanimous decision, spoke highly of Mr.
Piercey’s article. “It is an excellent piece of
research, well-written, erudite, well footnoted
and referenced. It constitutes original research
on a maritime postal history subject not
written about previously and is based on a
careful research of secondary sources and
contemporaneous newspaper articles. It is
well illustrated with appropriate newspaper
ads and postal history showing mail carried
on this significant but undocumented postal
service.”
David Piercey, FRPSC

When informed of the award, Mr. Piercey replied, “That is unexpected
news! The Geldert Medal is a significant award. It is given out only after
great consideration. I am honoured to receive it. Such an award shows that
personal study and research, whether in philatelic writing or in forming
competitive stamp exhibits, is an important part of philately. My archival
work in researching Newfoundland postal matters, for example,
demonstrates that there is still so much more
to discover behind the stamps and postal
history we all collect, and that we have an
obligation to expand the knowledge base through the public record our
writings thus create.”
President Pepall noted, “Geldert Medal winners are an inspiration to others
and an important voice for our hobby. David Piercey has been a life-long
collector, with particular specialized interests in the postal history of not
only Nineteenth Century Newfoundland, but also of the Canadian Rocky
Mountains, the northern coast of British Columbia, and the Canadian
Arctic. He is an active exhibitor at the national level, he is also the current
Chairman of the RPSC Judging and Exhibiting program, and writes an
ongoing column “Let’s Talk Exhibiting” for TCP. In 2010 he was elected a
Fellow of the RPSC, in recognition of his contributions to Canadian
philately.”
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Mr. Piercey’s 2015 Geldert Award culminates a year of similar writing
awards from other philatelic societies. In March 2015 he was awarded the
Aikens-Hillson Trophy, awarded annually by the Canadian Philatelic
Society of Great Britain for his article “Newfoundland’s South Coast Mails
1892-1895”, adjudicated as the best article of original research in BNA
philately published in Maple Leaves prior to the Society’s 2015 convention.
In January 2016 he was a co-recipient of the prestigious Collectors Club of
Chicago 2015 Pratt Award for the best-judged articles on Newfoundland
philately, in acknowledgment of five different research articles on
Newfoundland postal history he had published, in three different journals,
that year. In February 2016 he was awarded the Randy Neil Award,
awarded annually by the American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors for
his article “Personal Study and Research in Exhibits” for the best article
published in their journal The Philatelic Exhibitor for 2015.
Mr. Piercey continues to publish his research findings, with recent or
forthcoming articles in TCP, BNA Topics, The PHSC Journal, Maple
Leaves, and the Newsletter of the BNAPS British Columbia Study Group.
An avid outdoorsman, his other interests include camping, hiking and
backpacking in Canada’s western mountain parks.
The Geldert Medal is given for the article or series of articles in TCP judged
the best researched and written. The standard expected of a Geldert award
winning article is high. If none is judged sufficiently worthy in a particular
year, the award is not given.
The award was established by Phyllis Geldert in memory of her husband,
Dr. George M. “Mac” Geldert, FRPSC, a long-serving president of The
RPSC (1958-1967). Mrs. Geldert put up the medal in 1967 shortly after Dr.
Geldert’s death. A notable stamp collector herself, Mrs. Geldert was
prominent in many facets of RPSC work, including a directorship from
1967 to 1978. She also served as executive director for three years. She
was elected a Fellow (FRPSC) in 1968. Mrs. Geldert died in 2000.
The Geldert Medal selection committee consists of RPSC members Ed
Kroft, QC, Kevin O’Reilly, FRPSC and Charles J.G. Verge, FRPSC,
FRPSL.
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Information on The RPSC is available by: e-mail <info@rpsc.org>,
telephone 1-888-285-4143, website < www.rpsc.org >, or RPSC National
Office, P.O. Box 69080, St Clair Post Office, Toronto, ON M4T 3A1.
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The Stamp Gallery
Featuring Canada, British Colonies, Europe
And the Rest Of The World

Ihor Rudyk
14027-101 Ave.
Edmonton, Alberta
T5N 0K2

open: Thursday to Saturday
10am to 5 pm
Phone: 780-760-6078
email: ivrudyk@shaw.ca
Over 500 Red Boxes
Half Catalogue Or Less

WAKE ISLAND & CLIPPER MAIL by Neal E. Danielson
The United States of America annexed Wake Island or Wake Atoll
in 1899 (Figure 1). The Island is located in the North Pacific Ocean about
2,300 miles west of Hawaii and about 1,510 miles east of Guam. The coral
atoll has about 12 miles of coastline and considered an unorganized,
unincorporated territory under the jurisdiction of the U. S. Department of
Interior’s Office of Insular Affairs. Following World War I the United
States determined that the Island was strategically located and could serve
as an important air and naval base for the military as well as an emergency
landing strip. The U. S. Navy along with a number of civilians began
construction work in 1940 and into 1941.
Figure 1
Aerial View of Wake Island
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Continued from page 15

The Boeing Airplane Company produced a long range „flying boat‟
between 1938 and 1941 designated the “Boeing 314 Clipper” one of the
largest aircraft of the time. The 314 Clipper used the massive wing of the
earlier Boeing XB-15 bomber prototype in order to achieve the range
necessary for flights across the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans. Pan Am
Airlines would receive nine out of the 12 Clippers built. The first 314,
Honolulu Clipper, began service in January 1939 between San Francisco
and Hong Kong, taking about six days to complete a one-way trip (Figure
2).
Figure 2
Boeing 314 Clipper
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Figure 3
Clipper Mail Cover Postmarked from Honolulu, Hawaii

The Clipper provided commercial passenger service that lasted close
to three years from 1939 to the outbreak of WWII in 1941. The construction
crew on Wake Island had limited access to the outside world as well as a lot
of amenities. Figure 3 is a Clipper Mail from one of the Naval Construction
Camp personnel on Wake Island as noted on the back of the cover (Figure
4)
Figure 4
Back of cover Cropped

Continued next page…..
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The Clipper Mail cover is franked with a 15¢ Air Mail stamp issued
in 1928 (Scott #C8) depicting a map of the United States and Two Mail
Planes and a 20¢ Air Mail stamp issued in 1937 (Scott #C21) depicting the
“China Clipper” over the Pacific, and tied to the cover with a killer cancel
and circular date stamp postmarked from Honolulu, Hawaii on Jan 13 1941.
The cover was sent to a family in Buffalo, New York. How the cover was
transported from Wake Island to Hawaii is not known, either via naval
transport or by the individual.
The Construction Camp was still on Wake Island December 8, 1941
when the island was simultaneously attacked when Pearl Harbor was
attacked on December 7, 1941 (Wake Island was on the other side of the
International date line, thus one day later by the calendar). The Island was
defended by the Naval Forces and Marines stationed on and around the
Island. The Battle was fought on and around the atoll formed by Wake
Island and its islets of Peale and Wilkes Islands by the air and land. The
battle ended on December 23, 1941, with the surrender of the American
forces to the Empire of Japan. It would remain held by Japan until
September 4, 1945. The U. S. would return to the island and construct a
military base on the atoll resulting in about 450 officers and men from the
1st Marine Defense Battalion; 68 U. S. Navy personnel and about 1,221
civilian workers for the Morrison-Knudsen Company.
The Boeing 314 Clipper fleet was pressed into military service
during WWII, and used to transport personnel and equipment to the Pacific
and European fronts. Only the markings on the aircraft were changed, as
the Pan Am civilian pilots and crew members remained with the Clipper as
they had extensive expertise in using flying boats for extreme long-distance,
over-water flights. President Franklin D. Roosevelt flew on one of the
Clippers in 1943 to a Casablanca Conference and Winston Churchill used
the Clipper on several occasions during the war. Following the war the
Clippers became obsolete as other long-range airliners were introduced that
were landplanes and easier to fly, such as the Lockheed Constellation and
Douglas DC-4.
References:
Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia website: Wake Island; Clipper Mail; Boeing
314.
CIA website: http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook Wake Island
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BUYING WHAT WE ARE SELLING
CONSIGNMENT AN OPTION
mjrpostcardsandcovers.ca
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