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Summer Auction offerings (309 lots)
Regular meetings
St. Joseph High School Cafeteria, 10830 - 109 Street, 6:00 pm

May 30th
June 13th (ELECTIONS)
July 25th (Summer Auction)
West Jasper Sherwood Community League, 9620-152nd Street
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The Edmonton Stamp Club dates
back to 1912. The Club is Life
Chapter #6 of the Royal Philatelic
Society of Canada and Chapter
#680 of the American Philatelic
Society. The editor welcomes
communications of all kinds–
letters, comments and articles.
Deadline, 25th day of each
month. These may be forwarded to Fred Tauber, Edmonton Stamp
Club, Box 399, Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2J6, click “contact” on our
website or email to fxtauber@shaw.ca

2015 - 2016

Board of Directors, etc.
Area code 780-

Schutte, Robert President
989-1260 rschutte@telusplanet.net
Dykstra, Ed
Vice President 421-0930 eddykstra@shaw.ca
Barnes, Richard Vice President
488-5288 rtbarnes@shaw.ca
Stein, Warren
Secretary
463-9881 warren.stein@worleyparsons.com
Lockau, Jim
Treasurer
467-4825 jimlockau@gmail.com
Tauber, Fred
Membership
469-3034 fxtauber@shaw.ca
(Webmaster-edmontonstampclub.com & Editor-Bulletin)
Kuester, Peter
Past President
451-0520 peju@shaw.ca
Director (Circuits Manager)
Ellis, David
Director
457-7491 dwellis@shaw.ca
Kluchky, Ken
Director
472-2504 kluchky@shaw.ca
Pacey, Jeff
Director
989-3491 jpacey@telus.net
Spencer, Keith
Director
437-1787 keithrspencer41@gmail.com
(Past President & NWFSC, RPSC liaison)
Hetke. Dave
Director
909-3974 davehetke@yahoo.com
Sheena, Arif
Director
951-5707 arifsheena@hotmail.com
Verrier, Rod
Director
489-7506 vcorp1@telus.net
Wissink, Barend Director
922-5019 wissink@mcsnet.ca
Fast, Malcom
Director
966-2812 mfast@beyondnumbers.ca
Bates, Pat
Piercey, David
Carol Warren

Archivist
434-9090 patbates@shaw.ca
BNAPS liaison
437-2771 dpiercey@telus.net
Coordinator Summer Auction 962-1234 carwarren@shaw.ca

Advertising rate schedule: Full page $30, half page $18, quarter page $10
per ten issues (annual subscription). Ten issue discount 20%. Five issue
discount 10%. Contact Fred Tauber at fxtauber@shaw.ca or Edmonton
Stamp Club by mail.
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Messages
Greetings Philatelists,
A few weeks ago I was invited to participate in a philatelic event at
Kameyosek School's Grade 3 class of teacher Jon Kakish. His class of 18
kids had been given the use of a tub full of stamps by Mrs. Sandy VanRiper
of the "Out of the Box" program for use as the teacher saw fit in teaching
about the great wide world. Our visit started by pupils asking wide ranging
questions of Keith Spencer, Arno Kopekne and me about postage stamps in
general (why are there stamps?) and in detail: (why are there stamps with
cartoon characters?). They had obviously paid attention and were genuinely
wondering about what they saw on the stamps. Typical Grade 3's are at an
age where they start to discover the world around them and a tubful of
stamps turned out to be an effective teaching aid. The used stamps had
been selected by our club members Jeff Pacey and Bill Vanderstelt, as part
of their efforts to make the Junior table at our shows more relevant by
eliminating "boring" stamps that kids do not seem to have an interest in,
such as definitives with numbers or a million portraits of one head of state.
The resulting mix gave the teacher rich material for starting enquiries into
all kinds of fields including biology, paintings, buildings, and foreign lands,
to name but a few. In one assignment the kids had to find at least one stamp
for each country that was displayed on a map of the world that was
projected on the wall in the class. In another example of use, two boys had
invented a game whereby they turned stamps that were upside down over
one at a time and then they would add the denomination to the ones that
they had turned over before and whoever got first to hundred would be the
winner. This was a fun way to practice addition. When a deer was depicted
on a Polish stamp with its Latin name and a gun beside it the Internet
informed them that it was a Roe deer, frequently the target of hunters. This
was a fun and practical way to learn about scientific names for animals. The
enthusiasm of the kids for stamps was unmistakable. Next year may see an
expansion of the program to 5 schools. Volunteers will be needed then to
participate in these school visits. I came away with a renewed appreciation
of the power of postage stamps to awaken and satisfy a healthy curiosity.
Our hobby has depth and a future.
pres Rob Schutte
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NOTICES
NOW DUE
Membership $Dues$
July 1st 2016
2016-2017 Club year

Don’t lose your privileges
$30 per year for individual, $40 for family

Summer Meeting and Auction
July 25th 2016
NEW Venue
West Jasper Sherwood Community League,
9620-152nd Street
Doors open at 4:00 PM, food/refreshments available.
Auction start: 6:30 PM.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
September 12th

From eBay: AUSTRALIA-378_MNH, (11 bids) $21
AUSTRALIA-379_MNH, (11 bids) $63
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Edmonton Stamp Club
Summer Auction
309 lots (July 25th)

British Guiana #222 U Canada #18 VF U

Canada #158 MH

Can #203 MNH

Canada #O239 coil pair U

Jamaica #141 M

Canada #58 U

Can #211i MNG

Germany #C44 U

Libya #26 M

Qatar #33-36 MNH

Canada #79 M

Can #227 MNH

GB #4 U

Greece #47b U

Newfoundland #C7 MH

South Africa #O6 U bilingual pair

Venezuela, State of Guayana #2-5 U
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FELICITATIONS
Our member, David Piercey, has won the
prestigious Collector’s Club of Chicago 2015
Pratt Award for his article “The St. John’s
Central Post Office” which appeared in the
July-September 2015 issue of BNA Topics.
The Pratt award is named for Col. Robert H.
Pratt, the eminent Newfoundland stamp and
postal history collector.
David is also a Fellow and Director of the
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada and
shepherds the Royal’s National and Regional
Judging Program. David’s “Let’s Talk Exhibiting “, articles appear
regularly in the Canadian Philatelist.
When it comes to exhibiting, David must know what he is talking
about. His exhibit, “Moving the Mails - Postal Routes in the Early Decimal
Period of Newfoundland 1865 - 1910" won the Grand Award for longest
title and best exhibit at our 2016 Edmonton Spring National.
CONGRATULATIONS, David. We value your contributions to our
Club and to our hobby.
KS
eBay

USA-1_U, (16 bids) $198
USA-5C_U, (33 bids) $435
USA-120_U, (10 bids) $170
(all references to eBay are quoted in Canadian dollars)
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Bogus Russian Stamps
I have been corresponding with a
fellow stamp collector Richard Rizzo
and we have been looking at the
bogus Russian stamps that
proliferated the internet stamp sites
after the fall of the Soviet Union. We
had an intriguing pair of stamps Fig
1. He came up with the following
information. “The stamps are from
the Jewish Autonomous Oblast
(Official Region), sometimes referred to as the Jewish Republic which is a
real place in the Russian Far East on their border with China (Heilongjiang
Province). The Administrative Center is Birobidzhan. It was established in
1934 as part of Stalin’s national Policy. The Jewish population peaked at
about 30,000 in 1948 (mostly a result of Jews fleeing western and central
Europe before, during and shortly after WWII). Since then the Jewish
population has radically decreased to about 1,600 people.
Although these stamps are bogus, the history of the Region is very
interesting. Certainly postally used examples would be great. I have never
seen one. It seems to me that if one had the means and skill to produce such
overprints, it shouldn’t be a big problem to talk a postal clerk to cancel a
cover and put it into the mail stream. Actually few if any ex-Soviet
Republics have actually officially used any of this type of overprint”.
We have no information on where or who made any of these many different
overprints. Personally I am inclined to think that these many different
overprinted stamps were made by one organization and in one location.
This would explain why we have not seen any covers. Much more
information on these many different overprinted stamps that flooded the
philatelic market following the demise of the Soviet Union is needed.
Richard Barnes
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From The Postal History Corner Website
http://postalhistorycorner.blogspot.ca

Part 7
Toronto local
letter, December
23, 1933.
2 cents (includes 1
cent War Tax)

Toronto local letter,
March 11, 1936
2 cents (includes 1
cent War Tax)

Montreal local
letter, August 13,
1941
2 cents (includes
1 cent War Tax)

Continued page 10
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Dear Fellow Philatelists,
At this year’s Edmonton Stamp
Club Spring National Show I was
honoured with the Distinguished
Philatelist Award, a surprise to both
my wife, Judy and myself. I made
my way to the podium and managed
to stumble out a few words of
gratitude, knowing full well at the
time that I was unable to express the
emotions I felt. I promised a letter
for the Bulletin at the next regular
meeting, two days later, because
even then the award –for me?seemed to be unreal. I look back at
the roster of past distinguished
philatelists and have to pinch myself
to make sure that my name is to be
beside legends, both past and present, Ian Paterson, John Powell,
Keith Spencer, Alan Meech, David Piercey, and more that I’ve only
heard stories about. It is indeed an honour to be included on this
list for doing what I love to do anyway.
After my mother’s passing in 1999, I looked for ways to
provide companionship for my father. Still working, I had to do so
in the evenings and driving Dad to the club meetings eased my
mind about him driving after nightfall, but also allowed me to see
what was going on at the St. Joe’s regular meetings. Seeing the
number of people who were enthused about their hobby and
discovering the vast variety of philatelic offerings every two weeks
convinced me that it would be in my interest to join as well. Having
rediscovered the joys of this wonderful pastime of ours, I offered my
assistance in whichever capacity would benefit the club, as far as
my time constraints would allow. Helping with setting up the Show
exhibits soon led to being the guy who brought the coffee each
week. Seeing that I was capable of maintaining a regular schedule,
I was then asked to help with the Board as a Director, “just to
provide your input.” Well within a few short years I had become
vice-president and then president. Whew! Well, the Peter Principle
had come true and after four years, I was able to convince people
that a better choice needed to be made. Lo and behold it happened
within that year and I was able to direct my energies to the circuit
Continued page 18
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Montreal local letter, August 20, 1942
2 cents (includes 1 cent War Tax)

April 1, 1943 - June 30, 1951
An additional 1 cent War Tax was added to the 1st weight letter step.

Hamilton local letter, January 21, 1944
3 cents (includes 2 cents war tax)
Continued page 12
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Meeting Dates
The Edmonton Stamp Club meets Mondays at 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria of St.
Joseph High School, 10830 - 109 Street. Park to the north of the school and use
the main entrance at the south-east corner of the school. For information about
the club call 780-451-0420 or 780-437-1787.

2016
Edmonton BNAPS
(British North
America Philatelic
Society) meets
th
June 13 (Elections)
July 25th
Summer Auction
(New Venue)

2016
September 12th, 19th
October 3rd, 24th,
November 7th, 21st
December 5th, 19th

Edmonton BNAPS (British North America Philatelic Society) meets from time to
time. All BNAPSers welcome. For information contact David Piercey at
780-437-2771 or Steven Friedenthal at 780-458-1233.

Email: royal2016royale@gmail.com

kwstampclub.org/royal-2016-royale-national-stamp-exhibition/
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North Bay local
letter, February 22,
1950
3 cents (includes 2
cents war tax)

War Tax Incorporated Into Local Letter Rate:
From July 1, 1951
According to Smith and Wawrukiewicz (Canada Domestic and
International Postal Rates and Fees 1870 -1999) "on July 1, 1951,
the war tax was incorporated into the basic postage rates. leaving
the effective postage costs unchanged." By this time, the Canadian
Postal Guides had long since made any reference to the war tax.

Toronto local
letter, March 22,
1954
3 cents local letter
rate

April 1, 1954 - October 31, 1968
The local letter rate was increased to 4 cents for the 1st ounce and 2
cents for each additional ounce.
Peterborough local letter, April 1, 1954
First day of 4 cents local letter rate
(picture next page)

13

E.S.C. BULLETIN

Volume 105, Number 6

The Public
Utilities
Commission,
Norwich, local
letter, August 9,
1955
4 cents special
order stationery
paying the local
letter rate
Penticton
Unemployment
Insurance
Commission
local letter, June
3, 1963
"G" overprint 4
cent cameo
stamp paying
the local letter
rate
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Montreal local letter, April 18, 1967
4 cents local letter rate
Last Day of Local Letter Rate : October 31, 1968
Canada Post Office abolished the local letter rate. Effective
November 1, 1968, the domestic letter rate. local or forward, was 6
cents for the first ounce.

Scarborough (Toronto) local letter rate, October 31, 1968
Last day of local letter rate
To be continued
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The Stamp Gallery
Featuring Canada, British Colonies, Europe
And the Rest Of The World

Ihor Rudyk
14027-101 Ave.
Edmonton, Alberta
T5N 0K2

open: Thursday to Saturday
10am to 5 pm
Phone: 780-760-6078
email: ivrudyk@shaw.ca
Over 500 Red Boxes
Half Catalogue Or Less

A striking issue by Dr Bob Forrester
A postal strike in the UK led to the emergency use of
some surplus
Herm stamps
In the early months of 1971 a prolonged strike by British postal
staff led to the suspension of the Post Office's mail carrying
monopoly so that firms or individuals could apply for licenses to
operate their own delivery services during the period of disruption.
Throughout Britain about one hundred and fifty such courier (or
'pirate post') organizations sprang up, many of them connected with
the philatelic trade. The level of the delivery service actually
performed for the public was often very limited and sometimes even
non-existent, the exercise being seen mainly as an opportunity to
print and sell stamps.
The issue in question was produced by J Sanders (Philatelist) Ltd
of Southampton, stamp dealers who had been the philatelic agents
for Herm for more than ten years, and the overprinting was carried
out for the company by a local printer, G F Wilson & Co.
Continued page 17
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To appreciate the choice of stamps which it was chosen to
overprint it is necessary to understand that Herm's final issue, its
Ships Definitives designed by international stamp designer Jennifer
Toombs, was at an advanced stage of production when the
Guernsey Post Office announced that it would not be allowing the
use of any local stamps after 30 September 1969. The stamps were
hurriedly issued on 17 September but a fortnight's use when the
tourist season had effectively ended must have left a good proportion
of the printing in stock for the total printing had been between
100,000 and 120,000 of each value.
All six values of the Definitive issue were overprinted
'SOUTHAMPTION/1971 STRIKE POST' with 'Herm Island' being
obliterated by a series of X's. Additional overprinting changed the
values of the stamps as follows: 1d changed to 1s 2d to 1s 6d
to 1s 1s6d to 2s 2s to 6s 3s to 7s6d

Messrs Sanders' contemporary advertisements state that the
overprinted versions of the old 2d, 6d, 1s6d, 2s and 3s stamps were
issued on 22 January 1971 for a 'Southampton outwards' service
and that the 1s on 1d stamp was issued on 26 January for a London
to Southampton service. A report published in 1971 stated that
3000 sets (100 sheets) were produced, another from 2008 gives the
figure as 8100sets (270 sheets).
A range of first day covers was advertised: Southampton to
London on 22 January with either 1s on 2d or 1s on 6d London to
Southampton on 26 January with 1s on 1d Southampton to France
with five of the strike stamps (not the 1s on 1d) and with a French
stamp.
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These should be regarded not as Herm stamps but as surplus
stock overprinted for another use entirely unconnected with the
island. The staff of the Guernsey Post Office were not involved in
the strike.

FRONT

BACK
Continued from page 9

books. After two years as Circuit Book Manager, I am getting close
to being as organized as I need to be and I look forward to
continuing in this capacity until someone makes me a better offer.
I guess what I would like to convey to all of you is that it is
an honour to help and assist our club, to continue serving its
members, to meet and converse with interesting people from all
walks of life and corners of the world. Our hobby allows our minds
to discover new interests and hone our understanding of our past.
The good things in our lives need to be protected and nurtured so
that they may continue for as long as they give us pleasure and
hopefully for the next generation as well. Let me close by simply
saying, “ Thank you! I’ll see you at the next meeting.”
Sincerely,
Your latest Distinguished Philatelist
Peter Kuester
Ebay

CAN-61_U, (28 bids) $127
CAN-63_MNG, light crease, (32 bids) $200
CAN-65_MH, (40 bids) $605
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BUYING WHAT WE ARE SELLING
CONSIGNMENT AN OPTION
mjrpostcardsandcovers.ca
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