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The Edmonton Stamp Club dates back to 1912. The Club is Life Chapter #6 of
the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada and Chapter #680 of the American
Philatelic Society.
The editor welcomes communications of all kinds–letters, comments and
articles. Deadline, 7th day of each month.
These may be forwarded to Fred Tauber, Edmonton Stamp Club, Box 399,
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2J6, or email to fxtauber@shaw.ca
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Messages
Greetings Philatelists,
Let me introduce myself. When newly elected members to the board of the
Edmonton stamp club read our bylaws it became clear to them that the club
must have a president. Such is the power of renewal of the board. So here I
am acting president until such time that an election can be held. I must
begin by thanking our past president Peter Kuester for the low key and
warm way in which he led the club and mced the meetings of the last 4
years.
One club member labeled me Il Presidente and that reminded me of the
diverse background of the membership. It would be enlightening and
helpful to the members to know which languages are understood by the
members. We are not so much in need of people who can speak other
languages but I for one would like to know who can read and interpret text
on early stamps from the East European countries or recent stamps from
Israel and Saudi Arabia to name just a few sources of scripts that defy easy
interpretation. The diversity of our membership is a big part of the strength
of our club.
May you find time in 2015 to indulge in your preferred part of philately, a
hobby with as many ways of expressing it as there are postage stamps.
President Rob
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Hello Everyone,
Welcome back winter! Aren’t you glad you collect stamps? We need
indoor activities, other than treadmills and palates. I am glad for the time I
have to work on stamps in between the show committee meetings, and other
show planning activities. Speaking of which, our Spring Show is on the
horizon (next month Mar 28-29). We have a theme as you may have
noticed. It’s about Edmonton’s involvement in the First World War (WW1
in the USA). This year is the 100th Anniversary of the 49th Battalion Loyal
Edmonton Regiment. It was formed by (then) Col Griesbach. The army
base north of 137 Ave, was named after him and was for many years on the
outskirts of town. The base is now being subdivided for houses, but still
bears his name. We have a speaker who will present to us the history of this
Regiment and about Col Griesbach, at the Wine and Cheese Reception Sat.
(starts at 5PM). It will be very interesting I’m sure. This is a good event for
the money: $20.00/ person. There is also the BNAPS Breakfast Sunday
morning for early risers, even if it is only once a year, this too is a good and
informative event. If anything you will be sure to enjoy the Show, and see
all the stuff the Dealers brought to sell, and perhaps you may have some
stamps they will buy. Maybe you will be lucky and win one of the door
prizes. Don’t forget to look at the exhibits. You are guaranteed to see items
you did not see before. Lots of stuff to do for the 2 day event. Perhaps this
might be a good time to share with your colleagues about our fabulous
hobby, and invite them to our show. Or maybe hang one of our colorful
posters or a blue handbill. Nothing like getting the word out! Oh and thank
you all for volunteering every year to make our show a success and such a
great endeavor!! So at whatever level you participate: Enjoy the Show!!
And thanks again, Ed Dykstra.
Written by a sold soldier on his way to
England. SS Canada was used as a troop

ship between 1914 – 1918.
Note flag cancel
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Royal-2015-Royale.com

On behalf of
Northwest Federation of Stamp Clubs
and
Oregon Stamp Society
Portland Philatelic Exhibitions presents
PIPEX 2015
8, 9, 10 May, 2015
Red Lion Hotel on the River, Jantzen Beach, Portland, OR.
American Philatelic Society World Series of Philately annual event

Pipexshow.org
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by: Richard Barnes

Montenegro in 1914 was a small independent Kingdom. It was
bordered on the north by the Austro-Hungarian Empire (BosniaHerzegovina), in the east by the Kingdom of Serbia, the south by Albania
and in the west by a bit of the Adriatic Sea. Montenegro under the
leadership of the House of Petrovic-Njegos withstood the Ottoman rule of
the Balkan Peninsula. August 13, 1860 Prince Nicota was called back from
school in France to succeed his assassinated uncle Danilo 1. Prince Nicota
chose wisely which wars to fight and when not to fight. He successfully
participated in the wars against the Ottomans between 1862 and 1878. This
resulted in international recognition for the country of Montenegro at the
Congress of Berlin in 1878. He declared himself King Nikolas 1 on August
1910. He participated in the Balkan Wars resulting in further expansion of
Montenegro borders and power. He was extremely pro Serb and wanted the
complete expulsion of the Ottoman Turks from all the Balkans. The
historical dislike (hatred?) between the Montenegro House of RetrovicNjegos and the Serbian House of Karadordevic combined with the political
goals of the Great Powers prevented this outcome.
1914 and the outbreak of WW 1 found both Montenegro and Serbia
were allied with the Entente. Serbia had the larger army and King Nicolas
agreed for the benefit of all Serbians to place the Montenegro Army under
the Royal Serbia Army command. They successfully and bloodily stopped
the initial Austro-Hungarian invasion. This forced German intervention in
1915 which smashed the Serbian lines. The Royal Serb Army cynically left
the Montenegro Army to cover their retreat. As so frequently happens to the
rearguard it was destroyed in detail. King Nicolas and the Montenegro
government just in front of the Central Powers armies had to flee to
Bordeaux, France where they formed a Government-in-Exile.
1918 with the collapse Central Powers the Royal Serb Army with the
support of the French Army moved back up to Montenegro and Serbia.
France although officially supporting King Nicolas and his government,
was loath to antagonize the Serb King Peter 1 with the only functioning
army in the Balkans. Whether financial problems, French connivance, or
Montenegro sloth, King Nicolas was not quick enough off the mark getting
back to Montenegro to save his throne.
Despite King Nicolas’ popularity within the general population at
home the Serb Army and officials were on site and staged a coup against
him. They set up the Podgorica (National) Assembly. This assembly with
the backing of the Serb Army refused to allow King Nicolas to return home
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to Montenegro and accepted King Peter 1 as sovereign becoming part of the
future Kingdom of Yugoslavia. There was a popular uprising in January
1919 against the Serb occupation which went on for several years.

The Montenegro Government-in-Exile was a financial drain on the
public purse of France. King Nicolas and company were encouraged by the
French government to move on. They went to Gaeta in Italy hoping for a
more sympathetic (and more pliant financial support) government. King
Nicolas had family ties to the Italian royal family through a daughter’s
marriage. Alas the Italian government was just as resentful of paying for the
Montenegro Government-in-Exile expenses as had been the French. Not
only were there the costs of the exiled government, there were the gathering
of escaped Montenegro soldiers and the refugees from the Serb coup and
following revolution encamped in Gaeta and Sulmona. In addition the
Italians were worried that there were plans (undoubtedly correct) for a coup
to return King Nicolas to Montenegro which would destabilize the Balkans
again.
In 1920 (?) a series of Kingdom of Montenegro stamps were
produced. What we know for certain is derived from the philatelic stamp
market. A set of 12 stamps depicting King Nicolas 1 ranging from 1para to
5perpera. The three high value stamps, 1perpera to 5perpera, although using
the same basic design are a larger sized stamp the original stamps were
quickly followed by a set overprinted “Free Montenegro”. They way these
stamps were marketed suggest the possibility of two printings; first the 9
lower values, followed by the 3 high value stamps. In addition there are 2
sets of stamps that were not overprinted. The first is a two stamp set of
Acknowledgement of Receipt stamps, 10para and 25para. There is also a
four stamp set of postage dues, 5para to 50para (Fig 4). Because these
stamps were never used in Montenegro they are Cinderellas.
Continued pg.10…..
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Advertisement Rates
Per issue: Full page - $30.00
Half page – $17.50
One quarter page – $10.00
10 issue discount – 20%
5 issue discount – 10%
* Desired graphics must be supplied
Place a onetime ad in the Show Bulletin
April 2015 issue

Contact Fred Tauber at
fxtauber@shaw.ca
Edmonton National Spring Show
March 28 & 29 2015
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The literature provides two different stories on how these stamps
came into existence. The first is provided in the Michel “West Europa
Katalog 1992/93” that these stamps were originally officially printed in
Montenegro in 1916. They later found their way into the philatelic market.
For me the more likely story is that these stamps were produced with the
connivance of stamp dealers and hopeful Royal Montenegro conspirators
trying to gain support and funds for a coup. When King Nicolas died in
1921 any coup plans evaporated. The true story will never be known for
certain. Whatever the story the stamp dealers did not waste the stamps.

The story ended in March 1921 when the widow Queen Milena formally
renounced the family’s claim to the throne of Montenegro.
RB
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Meeting Dates
The Edmonton Stamp Club meets Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in the cafeteria of St.
Joseph High School, 10830 - 109 Street. Park to the north of the school and use
the main entrance at the south-east corner of the school. For information about
the club call 780-451-0420 or 437-1787.

2015 February 23rd
March 9th & 23rd
March 28th & 29th Spring Show
April 13th & 27th
May 11th & 25th
June 8th & 22nd

July 27th summer
meeting

Edmonton BNAPS (British North America Philatelic Society) meets from
time to time. All BNAPSers welcome. For information contact David
Piercey at 780-437-2771 or Steven Friedenthal at 780-458-1233.

E.S.C. Distinguished Service Award
Our Club’s highest award, the Edmonton Stamp Club service award.
Members are eligible on the basis of service for the benefit of philately
and for service to the club.

2014 Bill VanderStelt
2013 Ed Muxlow
2012 Carol Warren
2011 Richard Barnes
2010 Bob Hyodo
2009 Joe Liusz
2008 Ed Dykstra
2007 George (Bud) Cutler
2006 Patricia Bates
2005 John Attrell
2004 Ernie Carlson
2003 Roy Hauer
2002 David Piercey
2001 Jim Miller
2000 Margaret Powell
1999 Christopher Miller
1998 Maurice Hampson

1997 Alan Meech
1996 Edmund Harris
1995 John Powell
1994 Deirdre McKay
1993 Edgar Mackay
1992 Roman Zrobok
1991 Doris McKay
1990 Jan Roebroek
1989 Michael Burrington
1988 Stewart Kenyon
1987 Siegfried Osterwoldt
1986 Kim Frandsen
1985 Doris Church
1984 Ian Paterson
1983 Keith Spencer
1982 Bert Huffman
1981 Clark Bolton
1980 George Parkinson
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Poznan/Posen
Posen (Poznan in Polish) is a large historically and economically very
significant Polish city that had been part of Prussia and subsequently the
second German Empire/Reich (Figure 7-a). There are no known postage
stamps used by this city or area but there are at least couple poster
stamps/labels verifying Poznan’s economic importance with the occurrence of
trade fairs (Figure 7-b and Figure 7-c). A variety of Polish kings are buried in
the main Poznan cathedral and Poznan continues today to be a major economic
importance.

Figure 7-a

Figure 7-b

Figure 7-c

Schleswig
Schleswig was an important area continually contested by Sweden, Austria,
Prussia/Germany, and Denmark from the middle of the 17th century through the
end of World War II (Figure 8-a). The War of Schleswig was key in
establishing the dominance of Prussia rather than Austria as the organizer and
controller of the German nation-state as Europe re-organized after the
Napoleonic destruction of the Holy Roman Empire, the First Reich.
Philatelically Schleswig and its northern sister-area Holstein is regarded as one
of the classical 19th century Germany states or entities along with Bremen,
Lubeck, Bergedorf, Bavaria, Wurttenburg, Baden, Brunswick, Prussia, Thurn
and Taxis, Mecklenbrg-Schwering, Mecklenburg-Strelitz, and Hannover. As a
consequence Schleswig issued stamps during the classical era before its
consolidation into the North German Confederation/Prussia (Figure 8-b). It is
interesting to note that the ancestors of the settlers of Denmark, Kansas, a small
community northwest of Lincoln, Kansas, left their homes in Schleswig at this
time to come to Kansas to avoid forced service in the Prussian army. Denmark,
Kansas has a very interesting triennial community festival, history, and church.
Following World War I Schleswig also held a League of Nation mandated
plebiscite to determine whether it should be part of Denmark or part of
Germany. A set of stamps was issued at this time (Figure 8-c). It voted to be
part of Germany and has remained so since that time.
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Figure 8-b

Figure 8-c

LOST COLONIES
The German Second Reich had become a great European power under Otto
von Bismarck with the defeat of the French Empire in 1870. It later suffered
devastation at the hands of its third emperor, William II as a result of World
War. During the fourth quarter of the nineteenth century Germany’s fleet and
some of its larger industrial interests had sought the beginnings of a widely
spread mercantile empire throughout much of the world, including the
Caribbean, China, the south Pacific, and Africa. After its defeat in World War I
the Allies, including Portugal, Great Britain, New Zealand, the United States,
Japan, and France seized colonies and territories in Africa, China, and the
Pacific southwest. Portugal seized the very small German military enclave of
Kionga in northern Mozambique. Other territories were “mourned” by
individual German citizens as “lost colonies.” One of the manifestations of this
was the issuance of a set of Cinderella’s by a private German concern around
1920. This set of labels carried the Kaiser’s yacht, the Hohenzollern, in its
vignette. The illustration coming from the small sized and small valued
definitives used by the German Empire on its final set of colonial issues.
Kamerun/ Cameroun/ Cameroon

Figure 1-a

Figure 1-b
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The area of present-day Cameroon was integrated into French Equatorial
Africa (AEF) during the “Scramble for Africa” at the end of the 19th century.
However, in 1911 France ceded parts of the territory to German Cameroon,
known as Neukamerun ("New Kamerun") and it became a German
protectorate. Kamerun (Fig. 1-a) was a German colony first established as a
protectorate of the German West African Company in 1885. Following years of
little profits, the company was absorbed by the German Empire on November
13, 1903 and the then current set of German Imperial definitives were overprinted “Kamerun.” (Fig. 1-b)
During World War I, Kamerun was occupied by British and French troops, and
later mandated to each country by the League of Nations in 1922. The British
mandate was known as Cameroons and the French as Cameroun. Figure 1-c is
an example of a German Imperial definitive issued specifically for Kamerun
overprinted “C.E.F.” for the British Cameroon Expeditionary Force, for use by
the British World War armed forces units occupying German west Africa. The
French established the colony of Cameroun with the discontinuation of the
League of Nations. A typical French colonial stamp is illustrated by Figure 1-d.
During World War II the Free French forces, rather than the French Vichy
government controlled Cameroun. Figure 1-e is an example of one of the Free
French stamps issued for Cameroun. Following World War II each of the
mandate territories was made a United Nations Trust Territory. An insurrection
led by the Union of the Peoples of Cameroon (UPC) erupted in 1955 and was
strongly repressed by the French Fourth Republic. Cameroun became
independent as the Republic of Cameroun in January, 1960 and in October,
1961 the southern part of British Cameroons joined to form the Federal
Republic of Cameroun. The Muslim northern part of Cameroons had opted for
union with Nigeria in May the same year.. Present day Cameroun (note the
French spelling) is an independent country regarded as the Federated Republic
of Cameroun. Figure 1-f is an example of that nation’s philatelic contribution.

Figure 1-c

Figure 1-d

Figure 1-e

Figure 1-f
To be continued…..
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An Interesting Inquiry From Our Web Site
Hello gentlemen,
I hope that I haven’t broken too many rules by sending this email to 4
randomly chosen members of the ECS whose addresses I could find in your
on-line ECS monthly bulletin. At age 65, I am returning to stamp collecting
after my fifth or 6th break from the sport over my lifetime. The pattern is
cyclical – 3 or 4 years of fervent collecting, followed by 6 or 7 years of avid
neglect. I am now about to re-enter the “fervent” stage. My collection is
meager indeed – ALL of my mint stamps, used, and corner blocks go into
my over-crowded and bulging UNITY Volume 1 binder. My plan is this: to
purchase Volumes 2, 3 and 4 of the UNITY publisher to keep my used
stamps in; and then purchase the four volumes of the Lighthouse series for
my mint collection, blocks, etc. Then I need to start saving again to buy
stamps to put therein!!!
So I have taken the liberty to contact you randomly chosen 4 aficionados
to ask you two questions without infringing on your time too much:
1.

Is this a reasonable plan, or is it flawed for whatever reason(s)?

2.
Where is the best source to start collecting blank albums? Local
stamp dealers? On-line stamp companies? ECS meeting contacts?
As you can tell, I’m going through yet another one of my “newbie” phases,
and want to do things right, and that’s why I’ve asked the advice of thosein-the-know. Thank you very much for any feedback you might give me,
and for taking the time to give this email a read (if you did). Cheers.
Dennis C.
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The Great Response From Our Resident Sage
Dennis,
Glad you have come back to life. I would not recommend buying
those hugely expensive Lighthouse albums. They are pretty but will cost a
heck of a lot more than the stamps - post 1960 - that you come to put in
them. Mint Canadian stamps, post 1960, are generally available for LESS
than face value. In fact, an estate was delivered today. It belonged to the
Postmaster at Consort, AB. A ton of mint Canadian blocks and singles .
There are also a couple of nice condition Unity albums - all they need are
the yearly supplements…. You can find these and similar offered in the
Club auctions. I wouldn’t be in a rush to spend big money. Just start show
and size things up. Stamps are very AVAILABLE. Local stamp dealers
like Jim Miller and Les Garvey are good people to start with.
Maybe the other guys will have additional ideals for you. I
presently have half a dozen estates in my basement. There are TONS of
stamps around and there is no urgency to buy because they are available.
Take your time. Current, nicely cancelled used Canadian stamps are a real
challenge… I wouldn’t bother with the mint…
Cheers,
Keith

eBay – sold for $9.50 each

Canadian Cinderella’s sold on eBay for $12.50
Complete sheet had ten different labels
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From The Postal History Corner Website
http://postalhistorycorner.blogspot.ca
1. Canadian Domestic Letter Rates From 1868 to the Present
Day

This post spans almost 150 years of Canadian postal history showing examples of
each domestic letter rate from 1868 to the present day

PART I: 1868 - 1954
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Northwest Federation of Stamp Clubs

Member’s Trading Post
I have acquired a substantial volume of Great Britain souvenir sheets,
FDC’s, mint stamps in presentation packets, including lots of topical
themes. Most material is in packet form – untouched. A great offering for
appropriate collectors! All material is mint with FDC’s in ‘cover’ albums.
Please contact me at: 780-387-5156, or at stadel@telusplanet.net
Continued from page 17

When the newly created Dominion of Canada's Post Office Act came
into effect on April 1, 1868, the domestic forward (not-local) letter
rate was set at 3 cents for each 1/2 ounce, a reduction from the 5
cents pre-Confederation rate which had been in effect in the
Province of Canada.

to be continued…..
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Up Coming Events
Courtesy Canadian Stamp News

February 21 to 22, 2015
Regina Philatelic Stamp Show and Sale. February 21, 2015 to February 22,
2015. Regina Senior Citizens Centre, 2134 Wpg. St., Regina, SK, s4n 4c3.
Annual stamp show and sale for southern Saskatchewan. Approximately 10 stamp
and coin dealers in attendance. Admission: adults $3 and children under 12 enter
free. Lots of free parking. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sun. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Door prizes each day. Receive a free copy of Canadian Stamp News on Saturday.
Phone: 306-761-0659
Email: merf.reg@hotmail.com

March 14 to 15, 2015
VicTopical Stamp and Postcard Show. March 14, 2015 to March 15, 2015.
Comfort Hotel, 3020 Blanshard St, Victoria, BC, V8T 5C7. Stamp and Postcard
Stamp topical show sponsored by the Vancouver Island and Greater Victoria
Philatelic Societies. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Sun. 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Phone: (250) 721-1940
Email: docdon@shaw.ca
Website: http://www.vicstamps.com

March 28 & 29, 2015, Edmonton AB
Edmonton Spring National Stamp Show. Central Lions Centre, 111 Ave & 113 Str
Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dealer and exhibits set up
is Fri. 6 to 10 p.m. Dealer’s bourse exhibits, (grand award winner can compete
in the APS World Series of Philately or Champion of Champions), door prizes,
junior table, circuit books, free admission, more awards, wine and cheese,
reception Sat. evening, BNAPS breakfast Sunday morning. Sponsor/Affiliate:
Edmonton Stamp Club. For more information contact Ed Dykstra.
780-421-930 eMail: eddykstra@shaw.ca website: edmontonstampclub.com

May 8 to 10, 2015, Portland Oregon
On behalf of Northwest Federation of Stamp Clubs and Oregon Stamp Society
Portland Philatelic Exhibitions presents PIPEX 2015 May 8, 9, 10, 2015
Red Lion Hotel on the River, Jantzen Beach, Portland, OR. Pipexshow.org

May 22 to 24, 2015, London Ontario
ROYAL 2015 ROYALE The Annual Convention and Exhibition of the Royal Philatelic
Society of Canada. London Convention Center, 300 York street, London Ontario.
Remembering “In Flanders Fields” 1915/2015. Hosted by Middlesex Stamp Club.
Royal2015.com
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