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The Edmonton Stamp Club dates back to 1912. The Club is Life Chapter #6 of
the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada and Chapter #680
of the American Philatelic Society.
The editor welcomes communications of all kinds–letters, comments and
articles. Deadline, 7th day of each month.
These may be forwarded to Fred Tauber, Edmonton Stamp Club, Box 399,
Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2J6, or email to fxtauber@shaw.ca
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Messages
Hello Fellow Philatelists,
Philatelists, Phancy label we all are used to but need to explain to our other
friends who still haven’t started the hobby yet. (I have hopes for more
people joining our club as well.) Wow! what a great fall we are having! Our
meetings this fall have been very well attended. Our club has lots to offer
including seminars to add to our overall knowledge of our great hobby.
Thanks Ernie Carlson!, for doing most of them so far. If you have a good
thing to share in a seminar form, let Keith Spencer know as he is also doing
programs. Another great way to share your hobby experience is to do an
informal (or formal if you like) presentation (program). The whole club will
appreciate it. We have a great club with lots of great people all sharing and
caring. One project that is being taken on is scanning the clipping files that
Mo Hampson collected over the many years. Thanks to Jesse Synott and his
two colleagues, this project is just starting to get underway. It is part of their
Library Course they are taking. More on this as time gets on, and progress
is made on scanning files from the 9 (yes 9) banker’s boxes.
Speaking of what a real great club we have, we also have real expenses.
Renting the school cafeteria is a major part of our expenses. That is why we
need the dues paid up. So if you forgot or can’t remember, just see Rob
Schutte at the next meeting and he will let you know. So thank you Rob for
steadfastly keeping us up to date for members, new members; and their
dues!! How about getting this done by Christmas, (think of it as one of the
‘stocking stuffers’ you like to give.)
I’ll bet you last year’s Christmas cake
you are reading this bulletin around 25
days before Dec 25. That is still time for
one more meeting, and time to shop, sell
or trade some stamps or literature.
Remember there is always lots of free
stuff at the table in the back. (That’s
where I hang out.) Christmas cake is
welcome too as I drink strong coffee that
will go with anything
God Bless you and your families this
Christmas, or what ever way you like to
spend the Holidays.
Ed Dykstra V.P.
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by: Richard Barnes

I am fascinated by the “characters” associated with the hobby and
business of philately. Of course we immediately think of the forgers such
as Sperati or Fournier, perhaps the con‐man S. Allan Taylor even the
egotist Post Master Charles Connell. One of the most interesting and who
is most frequently known to our generation as Bruce Conde, Fig 1*, aka,
we will get into that, is my premier Character. He wrote between 300 and
400 philatelic articles between 1942 and 1991. He was a regular
contributor to Mekeel’s Stamp News and Linn’s Stamp News. He wrote for
Scott’s Monthly and The Congress Book produced by the APS despite
their memberships demanding the BLACK DOT be applied to the Sand
Dune issues. He functioned as the equivalent of Postmaster General for
two countries. Under his authority and example probably 1000s different
stamp sets he created and distributed around the world.

Bruce Conde was born 1913 as
Bruce Chalmers in California, USA.
He had a normal youth. He did
romanticize changing his name at
times to Alfonso Yorba but more
frequently to Bruce Conde
(grandmother’s last name). He was
a stamp collector in his youth and
he wrote the Iman of Yemen about getting a stamp collecting pen pal. The
Iman ordered his son to befriend this young American stamp collector
starting Bruce’s connection to the Arab World generally and Yemen in
particular. For a time Bruce led a normal American life, university, WW II
with the 82nd Airborne and a honorable discharge as a Major. He used his
GI Bill money to go to Lebanon to learn Arabic, study archeology and
philately.
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He made his livelihood as a writer for the Beirut Daily Stat newspaper with
a very successful Sunday Weekly travelogue column.
These columns became a series of travel guide books and archeological
guide.

1958 with the help of his royal
patron he arrived in Yemen
becoming director of propaganda
and postal affairs. His main function
was to generate money by selling
stamps in Europe and North
America. One set of stamps he is credited with being involved with at this
time is the UN Breaking Chains issue, Scott #103‐09, Fig 2. It was at this
time he renounced his American citizenship becoming a Yemen citizen.
This is also the time he officially changed his name to Conde, aka Bruce
Alfonso de Bourbon, Prince of Conde. Unfortunately for Bruce he ran afoul
of the Minister of Communications who brought charges of espionage
against him. He kept his life but lost his Yemen passport, was deported
now a stateless person. He landed on his feet in the Sheikdom of Sharjah
were he establish a postal service and designed their stamps, Scott #1‐15,
Fig 3. He did the official tasks expected and again demonstrated the
financial benefit of producing a myriad of stamp sets to sell in the West.

Bruce returned to Yemen in 1962 to participate in
the North Yemen Civil War. This was a brutal
struggle with the Iman being supplied by Saudi
Arabia with small arms, recoilless rifles, and some
light artillery verses South Yemen being supported
by Nasser’s Egypt who used extensive airpower,
armored vehicles, tanks and poison gas.

6

E.S.C. BULLETIN

Volume 103, Number 8

The Yemenis Army used his military skill but his main task was fund raising
via stamps. He designed, oversaw production and distribution of the
Mutawakkilite Kingdom of Yemen’s stamps such as, Michel Blocks 16, 22 &
38, Fig 4, 5 & 6, i.e. fund raising. Bruce believed that the Iman officially
recognized his royal lineage reinstating him as H.S.H. Aburrahman B.S. de
Bourdon , Prince of Conde. 1970 Bruce recognized the American Policy was
forcing Saudi Arabia to stop supporting the Iman so was able to eventually
escape to Spain during the collapse of the Northern Forces. He still did not
have a legitimate passport.

In 1984 he married Alexis
Dolgorouky. She claimed royal
descent from the Russian Czars and
Ukrainian Volodars (kings). The end
result of the family feuds and
political complications found him
just scraping by financially now
trapped in Morocco because he did not have a recognized passport. He
died there in 1992.

RB
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Eastern Silesia 1918-1920
Part 6
Thanks to the fact, that the Šnejdárek expedition took place in January and February 1919,
the Hradcany (and probably the Czechoslovak postage due) stamps were valid on the
occupied Polish territory for about only 1 month ! Until now, we know of only two Polish post
offices using the Hradcany stamps: Tešín 1 and Ustron. The Hradcany stamps with the
cancels of the two post offices (and possibly also with those of other post offices mentioned
in the list no. II.) from the period Jan. 23 - Feb. 25, 1919 are very rare, because they were
valid only for very short period and we know only small quantity of covers franked with them.
The entire no. 18 is a money order sent from the occupied territory (post office Tešín 1) on
Feb. 20, 1919 to Kunštát (Kronstadt in Böhmen) franked with the Hradcany stamps and in
addition with the Czechoslovak postage due stamp affixed in Kunštát . This is very interesting
franking, because the Czechoslovak postage due stamps were issued first time in Feb. 1919, so
that postage due stamps or covers with them sent in February 1919 are not often to be found.
And a mixed franking of a Hradcany stamp used on occupied Polish territory and Czechoslovak
postage due stamps is very unusual !

In few post office the
Czechoslovak postal
officials used the
Czechoslovak
stopgap cancels
because the Polish
postal employees had
moved the
equipment of the post
offices, incl. cancels,
to the Poland before
Czechoslovak
occupation of the
towns.

An example is entire no. 19 . This is themoney order sent on Feb. 22, 1919 from Poruba
u Orlové (Poremba) on Czechoslovak territory to Ustron situated in the occupied territory .
The money order was franked with mixed franking of Austrian and Czechoslovak stamps . It
reached Ustron on Feb. 24 - see the stopgap cancel from Ustron.
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Now short view to the
correspondence of
Czechoslovak soldiers of
Tešín area.
The entire no. 20
shows a postal card sent
by one of the Czech
soldiers to Podolí (now in
Prague) from the post
office Tešín 1 on Feb. 5,
1919. The first very
interesting thing is that
the cancel bears the
letter 5d, which is not
mentioned in Votocek´s Monograph (see Monograph no. 16, vol. II,
page 24) . The second interesting thing is the mention of the full
address of the sender: II. brigáda I. ceskoslovenský delostrelecký
pluk III. delobitna trídírna polní pošty Uherské Hradište Morava. This
card is proof that the field post sorting office served not only to the
Czechoslovak army in Slovakia, but also the Czechoslovak troops in
Silesia.

Continued page 12……
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Advertisement Rates
Per issue: Full page ‐ $30.00
Half page – $17.50
One quarter page – $10.00
10 issue discount – 20%
5 issue discount – 10%
* Desired graphics must be supplied
Contact Fred Tauber at
fxtauber@shaw.ca
Edmonton National Spring Show
March 28 & 29 2015
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PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

COLIN PRESIZNIUK ASSOCIATES
PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS
www.accountantscga.com
Over 25 Years Experience in Auditing, Tax & Business Counselling
For Personal and Corporate Tax, Not for Profit Charities & Small
Business

Northside (Head Office)
Colin Presizniuk MBA, CGA, FCCI, TEP
Brian Anderson, B.COM, CA
Rami Alherbawi, BSc, CGA
Luu Ho, BSc, BCom, CGA, CFE
#107, White Oaks Square, 12222 - 137 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5L 4X5

780 448-7317

An Association of Independent Professional Accountants
UNTO THE LORD
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Meeting Dates
The Edmonton Stamp Club meets Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in the cafeteria of
St. Joseph High School, 10830 - 109 Street. Park to the north of the school
and use the main entrance at the south-east corner of the school. For
information about the club call 780-451-0420 or 780-437-1787.
2014

November 17th
December 1st, 15th

2015 January 12th & 26th
February 9th & 23rd
March 9th & 23rd

March 28th & 29th Spring Show

April 13th & 27th
May 11th & 25th
June 8th & 22nd

Edmonton BNAPS (British North America Philatelic Society) meets from time
to time. All BNAPSers welcome. For information contact David Piercey at
780-437-2771 or Steven Friedenthal at 780-458-1233.

E.S.C. Distinguished Service Award
Our Club’s highest award, the Edmonton Stamp Club service award.
Members are eligible on the basis of service for the benefit of philately
and for service to the club.
2014 Bill VanderStelt
2013 Ed Muxlow
2012 Carol Warren
2011 Richard Barnes
2010 Bob Hyodo
2009 Joe Liusz
2008 Ed Dykstra
2007 George (Bud) Cutler
2006 Patricia Bates
2005 John Attrell
2004 Ernie Carlson
2003 Roy Hauer
2002 David Piercey
2001 Jim Miller
2000 Margaret Powell
1999 Christopher Miller
1998 Maurice Hampson

1997 Alan Meech
1996 Edmund Harris
1995 John Powell
1994 Deirdre McKay
1993 Edgar Mackay
1992 Roman Zrobok
1991 Doris McKay
1990 Jan Roebroek
1989 Michael Burrington
1988 Stewart Kenyon
1987 Siegfried Osterwoldt
1986 Kim Frandsen
1985 Doris Church
1984 Ian Paterson
1983 Keith Spencer
1982 Bert Huffman
1981 Clark Bolton
1980 George Parkinson
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Eastern Selesia continued…………

We have to add, that majority of correspondence sent by Czechoslovak soldiers from the
occupied territory was mailed at the post office Tešín 1, only small part was sent through
other post offices of the region. There exist no special field post cancels for the
Czechoslovak troops in Silesia. Mr. Watt mentions in his book, that Czechoslovak troops
occupying Tešín area numbered 15.000 men . Unfortunately, he doesn’t mention, where he
found that figure. In my opinion the figure is much overestimated. For comparison, I can
mention, that total number of Czechoslovak soldiers and officers serving in whole Slovakia
amounted at Dec. 31, 1918 to 10.000 men (see page 26 of B.C.Day´s book).
The entire no. 21 is postal card sent on Jan. 22, 1919, a day before start of Šnejdárek´s
Expedition, through Czechoslovak Field Post to Ceské Budejovice. Its sender was a Czech
soldier belonging to a Czechoslovak military unit situated at Slovak-Polish borders. The
name of his unit was I. ceskoslovenský delostrelecký pluk IV. delobitna . As you can see,
this military unit belonged to the same regiment as the unit of sender’s of entire no. 20 .
However in my opinion the IV. delobitna didn´t take part in the Šnejdárek expedition,
because the one was located too far from the Eastern Silesia area, the card bears a very
interesting message relating to this military action. Here is free translation of its part : Dear
Marenka, I would like to inform you that we have moved from Košice to the Polish borders.
We are now situated in a village at Poprad River. The other text is a private message
unimportant for us. The message is clear : because of Šnejdárek expedition the
Czechoslovak military units moved from all other areas to the territory near the Polish border
to be able to defend Czechoslovak territory in case of a Polish attack. I only wonder that
censors allowed delivery of the card, when the sender mentions the area he moved to. But
by comparing dates Jan. 19, 1919 (on this day the card was written) and Jan. 22, 1919 (on
this date the cards was posted at Field Post office) we can deduce, that the censors held
the card back until the message was not dangerous for the expedition.

13

E.S.C. BULLETIN

Volume 103, Number 8

Finally the card no. 22 was sent by a Czech soldier serving in
Czechoslovak Infantry Regiment No. 93 from Slovak town Nové Zámky
(Ersekujvar) early in March 1919. The sender wrote in the message, that
they had moved from Silesia to Slovakia and that he posts together with
the card a letter he had written just before his departure from Tešín. The
message means, the soldier belonged to a unit operating in the Tešín area,
which was as per Paris Peace Conference’s result moved back to the
Czechoslovakia. Because at that time the tention in CzechoslovakHungarian relations was rising and in March the Communist had taken over
the government in Hungary and set up Hungarian Soviet Republic, the
Czechoslovak government immediately moved the units from Silesia to
Slovakia to defend its territory.

Czechoslovakia and Romania attacked Hungarian Soviet Republic in April
1919, but during Hungarian counter-offensive important parts of Slovakia
were lost, where a Slovak Soviet Republic under Hungarian protection was
established. The Slovak and Hungarian Soviet Republics were beaten in
early July 1919. More detailed information you can find in Mr. Day’s book
mentioned in the resources section. As you can see, the postal history of
Eastern Silesia is not easy, but a very interesting part of Czechoslovak
postal history connected with other events as well. I hope you might find
similar philatelic items in your collection and I hope you will share them with
other collectors like Mr. Welvaart of the Netherlands, who provided me with
very useful information about diplomatic aspects of the theme, and
prepared scans of the nice illustrations. Thank you, Mr. Welvaart !
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Resources :

Tovacovský : Monografie cs. známek, 5. díl, Praha, 1998

M. Votocek: Monografie cs. známek, 16. díl, Praha, 1982

J. Kypast : articles in the journal Filatelie no. 4 and 5 / 1994

Welvaart, J. Verleg: article "Cover of Interest", in Czechout No. 4, London, 2001

T. Wincewicz : Znacki plebiscytowe Slask Cieszynskiego z 1920 roku, Praha, 1995

General M. Janin: Moje úcast na ceskoslovenském boji za svobodu, Praha,

D. Permans: The Shaping of the Czechoslovak State – Diplomatic History of the
Boundaries of Czechoslovakia 1914-1920, Leiden, 1962

R.M. Watt: Bitter Glory – Poland and its Fate, New York, 1982

B.C. Day Monograph: Czechoslovak Field Post 1918 – 1921, London, 2002

team Michel Catalog, Europa – Ost, Munich, 1992
Originally published in the Czechoslovak Specialist no. 5 / 2000 (USA,
www.czechoslovakphilately.com )
Revised and updated versions of the article published in the Czechout no. 3 / 2002 (UK,
www.cpsgb.org.uk)
and Oost Europa Filatelie no. 4 / 2002 (NL, www.geocities.com/fcoe2001/fcoe.htm )
By Lubor Kunc

The Mauritius “Post Office” Stamp - 1847
With only 500 ever printed, and only one unused 1d and 3 unused 2d
stamps known to be in existence, their rarity value saw them sold at
auction in 1993 for $1,072,260 for the orange 1d stamp, and
$1,148,850 for the blue 2d stamp.
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Issued on 21st September 1847, not only was this the first British
Empire stamp to be produced outside of Britain, but according to
myth, the text “Post Office” should actually have been “Post Paid”.
Years later it was proved that Post Office really was the legal term
for the post at that time.
FT

Royal-2015-Royale.com
On behalf of
Northwest Federation of Stamp Clubs
and
Oregon Stamp Society
Portland Philatelic Exhibitions presents
PIPEX 2015
8, 9, 10 May, 2015
Red Lion Hotel on the River, Jantzen Beach, Portland, OR.
American Philatelic Society World Series of Philately annual event
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A Suggestion for Canada Post
By Robert Schutte

Canada Post reported a 53 million dollar profit in the second quarter,
an improvement of 150 million from the second quarter last year. A
reduction of postal rates could (should) now be in the cards. Canada Post
may want to study the initiative of the Belgian Postal Authorities who in
1946 lowered postal rates by 10% and overprinted their three high value
definitive stamps accordingly. Scott numbers 365 to 367. These stamps are
not rare in the sense that there are not many of them existing but they are
certainly rare in the sense of a public declaration of lowering postal rates. If
Canada Post did something similar they would make international history,
68 years later.
RS

Christmas 2014
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EDMONTON STAMP CLUB
2015 SPRING NATIONAL
STAMP SHOW

March 28-29, 2015
Saturday 10-5pm, Sunday 10-4pm

- NEW LOCATION Central Lion’s Recreational Centre
113 St & 111 Ave
(Large Gym)
Stamp Dealers from across Canada
Stamp Circuit Books, Door Prize Draw,
Junior Stamp Table
National-level Competitive Stamp Exhibits (WSP)

Free Admission, Free Stamp Evaluations

The theme of this year’s show is:
the 100 Anniversary of the 49th battalion Loyal
Edmonton Regiment
For further information: www.edmontonstpclub.com
th

(Illustration used by permission from :
The Loyal Edmonton Regimental Museum)
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Northwest Federation of Stamp Clubs

WEST EDMONTON COIN AND STAMP
West Edmonton Mall
We have a great selection of supplies, catalogues,
supplements and reference material. We also have a large
selection of world wide postcards, covers and first day
covers, and an extensive selection of mint and used
stamps from A to Z. There are always new finds in our 5¢ boxes.
We buy and sell stamps, coins, gold, silver and other
collectibles. See our friendly and knowledgeable staff to
meet your collecting needs. We also do mail orders.
10% discount on regular priced supplies to E.S.C.
members.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Continuing special – 50% off all covers

We are Direct Distributors for the Royal Canadian Mint
Fax. 780-486-5243 Tel. 780-444-1156
west-edmonton-coin-stamp

German Cameron no.64
British occupation
With certificate
MH
eBay $133
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Up Coming Events
Courtesy Canadian Stamp News

March 28 to 29, 2015, Edmonton AB
The 100th Anniversary of the 49th Battalion Loyal Edmonton Regiment.
Edmonton Spring National Stamp Show. Central Lions Centre, 111 Ave & 113 Str
Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dealer and exhibits set up
is Fri. 6 to 10 p.m. Dealer’s bourse exhibits, (grand award winner can compete
in the APS World Series of Philately or Champion of Champions), door prizes,
junior table, circuit books, free admission, more awards, wine and cheese,
reception Sat. evening, BNAPS breakfast Sunday morning. Sponsor/Affiliate:
Edmonton Stamp Club. For more information contact Ed Dykstra.
780-421-930 eMail: eddykstra@shaw.ca website: edmontonstampclub.com

May 8 to 10, 2015, Portland Oregon
On behalf of Northwest Federation of Stamp Clubs and Oregon Stamp Society
Portland Philatelic Exhibitions presents website: PIPEX 2015 May 8, 9, 10, 2015
Red Lion Hotel on the River, Jantzen Beach, Portland, OR. Pipexshow.org

May 26 to 24, 2015, London Ontario
Website: ROYAL 2015 ROYALE The Annual Convention and Exhibition of the Royal
Philatelic Society of Canada. London Convention Center, 300 York street, London
Ontario. Remembering “In Flanders Fields” 1915/2015. Hosted by Middlesex Stamp
Club. Royal2015.com eMail: director@csdaonline.com

Cape of Good Hope no. 3
Used pair, eBay: $89

Australia no. 95a
MNH, eBay: $140
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