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T

he Edmonton Stamp Club dates back to 1912. The Club is Life
Chapter #6 of the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada and Chapter #680
of the American Philatelic Society.
The editor welcomes communications of all kinds–letters, comments
and articles. Deadline, 7th day of each month.
These may be forwarded to Fred Tauber at Box 399, Edmonton, Alberta
T5J 2J6, or email to fxtauber@shaw.ca
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Messages
Greetings, Philatelists!
The leaves have begun to fall and the Edmonton Stamp
Club’s 2014 – 2015 meeting schedule begins in a few short
days. Two meetings per month for the next ten months
means twenty opportunities to mingle, trade, sell and even
buy stamps and stamp related items, all to serve our desire
for the unusual and the complete. It’s a hobby that
provides us with a great deal of enjoyment as well as a
modicum of frustration to keep us on our toes. Please come
out to enjoy as many of the meetings as possible. When
you don’t show up, you are unable to see how disappointed
the others are that you weren’t able to come.
This year instead of trying to be a president, I will attempt
to do my best at supplying the refreshments for the
meetings (otherwise known as The Coffee Guy) and sit at
the side table with the circuit books for the members to
browse through. As stated before, I hope that I will be able
to contribute to this great club without being asked to lead
it. Right now my learning curve with the circuit books has
got me scrambling to maintain my equilibrium (I never
realized that Carol had organized the delivery of almost one
hundred circuit books each month to four philatelic groups
from B.C. to Saskatchewan.)
I’ll be back to pitch the Circuit Books a little more in
another Bulletin but this time I just wanted everyone to
know that the ESC is back in business after a summer
recess and I’d be extremely pleased to see you show up at
our gatherings, preferably with a new recruit. Yes, we do
have room for more members and if we run out of chairs,
we’ll make sure we find more. There is always room for
another philatelist. Drop by the Circuit Book table and I’ll
be happy to help you find the countries that interest you or
to show you the latest books that have arrived since the last
time you checked for your missing stamps. After that we
will be able to discuss the state of the world.
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Drop by St. Joe’s on a Monday evening and plan to spend
some time. The new Board of Directors is anxious to try
out a few new ideas designed specifically for these meetings
so if you don’t come, you won’t be able to find out what they
are. If I were you, I’d make sure my kitchen calendar has a
record of when the meetings occur (please check the
website www.edmontonstampclub.com or the pages of this
Bulletin. Thanks, Fred!) Until then, stamp on, with vigour!
Past-president Pete
Hello Fellow club members and welcome to our
next stamp year, coinciding with school this
year. We hope all of you will find this to be
another fulfilling time for you and our great
hobby of stamp collecting.
By the time you get this bulletin the Fall
Bourse, Sept 13-14, will happening in the same
Central Lion's Centre we will have our Spring
Show. (Speaking of Spring Show it is never too
early to let me know about places or events that
will accept our brochures to advertise our annual
event.) This Fall Bourse is a good event and
make sure when you go, to thank Dwayne Minor for
organizing this for us. Dwayne is a long time
member of our club, so we are grateful for his
efforts. Speaking of being grateful, we all want
to thank Peter Kuester for the fine job he did as
our president over the past several years. We
also thank his wife Judy, for supporting Peter
and for being Such a great host at the many
executive (board) meetings we had at their home.
We also welcome several new board members to our
executive who you met at our Annual General
meeting, the first meeting of the year Sept 8.
Thank you for joining us and enjoy the ride.
All the best,
Ed Dykstra

5

E.S.C. BULLETIN

Volume 103, Number 6

Ottmar Zieher
Ottmar Zieher of Munich, Bavaria, printed postcards between
1897 to 1908 that are copied to this date. From 1902 to 1905
he did several hundred that show the various nations coat-ofarms and their postage stamps on the obverse.

Germany no. 14

Canada no. 52 (British Columbia)
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Cuba no. 53

USA
These postcards were issued plain and embossed. An
interesting collecting addition for most countries from one
hundred years ago.
FT

7

E.S.C. BULLETIN

Volume 103, Number 6

Georgia Overprints
By: Richard Barnes
This stamp is usually difficult to identify because the original stamp is a small
stamp with an overprint that unless magnified covers the whole design of the
original stamp. In this case the original stamp is an overprinted copy of a
Georgia Scott #7 but can very well be any one of the Georgian stamps from
1919‐1920, #1‐24. One of the reasons to have old catalogues on your shelf is
to have access to the notes though out the body of the catalogue to provide
additional information to clarify the aberrations that were afflicted upon
stamps. Such is the case in the Scott 1927 catalogue. There is still a note in the
current Scott catalogue but it is very abbreviated and shortly will probably be
gone.
Two different overprints were contemplated by the National Republic of
Georgian government on the current stamps; in five lines “Day of the National
Guard, 12, 12, 1920.” and a four line “Recognition of Independence, 27, 1,
1921.” There is a huge language difficulty for most of us when looking at these
overprints but they are easy to distinguish because of the clear and prominent
dates. February, 1921 the Soviet Red Army invaded and overran Georgia.
Some members of the Georgian government fled escaping with large
quantities of stamps. It is not clear whether the stamps purloined by the
deposed politicians or stamps from official sources that had been sent to
Italian printers prior to the Soviet Invasion were used for these overprints.
Large numbers of these Italian overprinted stamps ended up in the packet
trade. I have seen more Georgian overprinted stamps in old World albums at
auctions than original Georgian stamps.
The reason for my looking at Georgian stamps is that I am looking for the third
Georgian overprinted for the last twenty years without success. The Imperial
Foreign Powers prior to WW I were granted capitulations by the Ottoman
government within their empire. These capitulations were the pretext for the
Imperial Powers to establish their own postal services within the Ottoman
Empire. The National Republic of Georgia did not exist prior to WWI so unlike
the victorious Allies at the end of WW I although they established a Consul in
Constantinople did not have the right to establish their own postal system and
issue stamps for use within the rump of the Ottoman Empire (present day
Turkey). Probably following the overthrow of the Georgian Government in
1921 the Georgian Consul in Constantinople has #12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and
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20 stamps overprinted with “Constantinople” plus new values. No
pensions for civil servants of defunct governments so a bureaucrat
must do what he must do. I have never seen these stamps. Can any
member help me?

RB

Advertisement Rates
Per issue: Full page ‐ $30.00
Half page – $17.50
One quarter page – $10.00
10 issue discount – 20%
5 issue discount – 10%
* Desired graphics must be supplied
Contact Fred Tauber at
fxtauber@shaw.ca
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July Auction 2013
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PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

COLIN PRESIZNIUK ASSOCIATES
PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS
www.accountantscga.com
Over 25 Years Experience in Auditing, Tax & Business Counselling
For Personal and Corporate Tax, Not for Profit Charities & Small
Business

Northside (Head Office)
Colin Presizniuk MBA, CGA, FCCI, TEP
Brian Anderson, B.COM, CA
Rami Alherbawi, BSc, CGA
Luu Ho, BSc, BCom, CGA, CFE
#107, White Oaks Square, 12222 - 137 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5L 4X5

780 448-7317

An Association of Independent Professional Accountants
UNTO THE LORD
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Meeting Dates
The Edmonton Stamp Club meets Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in the cafeteria of St.
Joseph High School, 10830 - 109 Street. Park to the north of the school and use
the main entrance at the south-east corner of the school. For information about
the club call 780-451-0420 or 437-1787.

2014

September 22nd
October 6th, 20th
November 3rd, 17th
December 1st, 15th

2015 January 12th & 26th
February 9th & 23rd
March 9th & 23rd

March 29th & 30th Spring Show

April 13th & 27th
May 11th & 25th
June 8th & 22nd

Edmonton BNAPS (British North America Philatelic Society) meets from time
to time. All BNAPSers welcome. For information contact David Piercey at
437-2771 or Steven Friedenthal at 458-1233.

E.S.C. Distinguished Service Award
Our Club’s highest award, the Edmonton Stamp Club service award.
Members are eligible on the basis of service for the benefit of philately
and for service to the club.
2014 Bill VanderStelt
2013 Ed Muxlow
2012 Carol Warren
2011 Richard Barnes
2010 Bob Hyodo
2009 Joe Liusz
2008 Ed Dykstra
2007 George (Bud) Cutler
2006 Patricia Bates
2005 John Attrell
2004 Ernie Carlson
2003 Roy Hauer
2002 David Piercey
2001 Jim Miller
2000 Margaret Powell
1999 Christopher Miller
1998 Maurice Hampson

1997 Alan Meech
1996 Edmund Harris
1995 John Powell
1994 Deirdre McKay
1993 Edgar Mackay
1992 Roman Zrobok
1991 Doris McKay
1990 Jan Roebroek
1989 Michael Burrington
1988 Stewart Kenyon
1987 Siegfried Osterwoldt
1986 Kim Frandsen
1985 Doris Church
1984 Ian Paterson
1983 Keith Spencer
1982 Bert Huffman
1981 Clark Bolton
1980 George Parkinson
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History, Stamp Collecting, and the U.S.
Embargo against Cuba
By Thomas G. Paterson

Part 1

Well, I am both a stamp collector and an historian of U.S.-Cuba
relations, and there is a story here about how the two roles intertwine.
Postage stamps can help us fill in blanks in our knowledge of the past,
and they can teach us much about the history, leaders, identity, goals,
culture, language, and geography of other peoples.
One learns, for example, a good deal about U.S. imperialism and a
small island nation’s loss of sovereignty in the discovery that after
U.S. forces and officials invaded Cuba in the late 1890s, they seized
the postal system and replaced Cuban stamps with United States
stamps. [Fig 1] Depicting great Americans, with prices in cents, these
stamps were overprinted with “CUBA” and “de PESO.” To cite
another example: [Fig 2, 2a, 2b] William
McKinley, the very president who had
denied the Philippines independence,
appeared in 1906 on that country’s
stamps, emblazoned with “Philippine
Islands/United States of America.”
Filipino nationalists must have bristled.
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An avid student of history and geography, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
enthusiastically collected stamps, as Brian C. Baur notes in his book,
Franklin D. Roosevelt: The Stamp Collecting President (1999). Roosevelt
once showed Prime Minister Winston Churchill a favorite stamp “from one
of your colonies.” “Which one?” the imperious Englishman wondered.
“One of your last…. You won’t have them much longer, you know.”
Churchill was not amused.

[Fig 3, 3a, 3b, 3c]

Unlike FDR, I am only an amateur collector, but with some purpose. When
I was young, a thoughtful elderly lady in my Seaside, Oregon,
neighborhood handed me hundreds of stamps from Germany and Japan,
perhaps given to her by relatives or friends returning from abroad after
military service in the Second World War. Like most collectors, to avoid
being overwhelmed by stamps from every part of the globe, I eventually
decided to specialize in a manageable number of countries: places where the
United States had intervened. Such a focus had to change, of course,
because that group grew tremendously as the Cold War and the rise of the
Third World unsettled the international system, spawning more U.S.
interventions.
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Cuba had long been on my list, but as I began to research
(including two trips to the island) and to write on U.S.-Cuba
relations, especially my book Contesting Castro: The United States
and the Triumph of the Cuban Revolution (1994), that Caribbean
nation moved to the top of my philatelic interests.
Simón Bolívar, José Martí, V. I. Lenin, Che Guevara, Ho Chi
Minh—one might expect to find these champions of revolution or
communism adorning Cuban postage stamps after Fidel Castro
toppled Fulgencio Batista’s regime in 1959. But George
Washington? Benjamin Franklin? Abraham Lincoln? Martin
Luther King, Jr.? Ernest Hemingway? Marilyn Monroe? [Fig 4]

Cuban stamps have not only trumpeted the history of beisbol,
victory at the Bay of Pigs, socialist solidarity with Vietnam, Soviet
space exploration, national art treasures, and flora and fauna; they
have also celebrated U.S. heroes and heroines.
To be continued………..
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Eastern Silesia 1918-1920
Part 4

Now I would like to draw your attention to the philatelic side of the
above history. Here is a table showing, what postage stamps
were used in the Eastern Silesia in years 1918 – 1920. As you can
see, the situation was a bit different in Czechoslovak and Polish
parts of the area .

next page…..
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Figures 5 to 11
Next page……
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Generally we can say, that Czechoslovak stamps were not valid in
the Polish territory nor the Polish ones in the Czechoslovak
territory, with only few exceptions. The exception were caused by
violent acts like occupation of territory belonging to the second
party (e.g. by Šnejdárek expedition) or by agreements reached at
various Peace Conferences (e.g. decision of Paris Conference of
Feb. 1919 dividing the area into two portions – see lists no. I +
II/III) . In both cases the area belonged to one or other of the
players, who started to use own postage stamps there, which
lasted until next occupation/peace conference.
The "exceptions" relating to the Czechoslovak stamps were as
follows :
1. On Polish territory occupied by Czechoslovaks in Šnejdárek´s
expedition only the Hradcany stamps without any overprints could
be used for period Jan. 23 – Feb 25, 1919. This ended with
withdrawal of Czechoslovak forces from the towns mentioned in
list no. II in Feb. 1919 (see fig. 18 + 19) ;
2 . Just 1 post office called “Poštovní úrad cs. prefektury v Tešíne”
(Post office of Czechoslovak Prefect Office at Tešín) being located
in Polish part of Tešín town used in period April 1920 – August 10,
1920 Czechoslovak SO 1920 postage stamps (see fig. 12:
special delivery SO 1920 stamp on a slip of paper mailed at the
post office, red cancel, date July 26, 1920) . This was special post
office used by the Czechoslovak Prefect in Tešín as well as by
International Plebiscite Commission. The mail was delivered by
cars on the route Tešín (PL, Cz. Prefect’s Post Office) – Mor.
Ostrava (CZ)– Svinov (CZ, Rail. Station), where it was given to the
Czechoslovak Postal Administration.
The "exception" relating to the Polish
stamps was as follows :
1. Before the territory mentioned in lists no.
I + III was occupied by Czechoslovaks,
only Polish stamps were valid in the towns
only (by Polish I mean all stamps valid on
Polish territory at that time). Czechoslovak
military action ended validity of the Polish
stamps in the towns stated in list no. I (see
fig. 16), whereas their validity in towns mentioned in list no. III was
only interrupted by the Šnejdárek ´s expedition - after withdrawal
next page………
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of Cz. Units Polish stamps remained valid there by August 10,
1920 (see fig. 17b). No case is known where the stamps of both
parties were allowed to be used in one place at the same time or
ones´s stamps being used in the other´s territory. That means, it
was not possible e.g. to mix Czechoslovak and Polish SO 1920
stamps on the same cover or to use Polish SO 1920 stamps on
territory belonging to Czechoslovakia.
To be continued…….

Northwest Federation of Stamp Clubs

WEST EDMONTON COIN AND STAMP
West Edmonton Mall
We have a great selection of supplies, catalogues,
supplements and reference material. We also have a large
selection of world wide postcards, covers and first day
covers, and an extensive selection of mint and used
stamps from A to Z. There are always new finds in our 5¢ boxes.
We buy and sell stamps, coins, gold, silver and other
collectibles. See our friendly and knowledgeable staff to
meet your collecting needs. We also do mail orders.
10% discount on regular priced supplies to E.S.C.
members.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Continuing special – 50% off all covers

We are Direct Distributors for the Royal Canadian Mint
Fax. 780-486-5243 Tel. 780-444-1156
west-edmonton-coin-stamp
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Up Coming Events
SEPT. 26 - 27, Burnaby, BC
VANPEX 2014, Community Hall, West Burnaby United Church, 5060 Sussex
Ave. Hours: Fri. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sponsor/Affiliate:
British Columbia Philatelic Society. For more information send an email to

verdraco@uniserve.com. Website: bcphilatelic.org.
SEPT. 27, Medicine Hat, AB
Medicine Hat Coin & Stamp Show, Higdon Hall, Stampede Grounds 2055 21
Ave SE. Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission $2, children (with parent, free).
More than 40 tables of coins and stamps, door prizes every hour, vendors
welcome, free parking. Sponsor/Affiliate: Medicine Hat Coin & Stamp club. For
more information contact Ron Schmidt, telephone 403-526-5158, email

medhatcsc@live.ca. Website: mhcasc.ca.
Oct 4, Summerland, BC
100F Hall, 9536 Main St. Hours: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free admission, stamp
auction, philatelic displays. Sponsored by the Okanagan Mainline Philatelic
Association. For more information, contact Roy, tel 250-542-4127.
Email: rhein2@telus.net

OCT. 4, Victoria, BC
VICPEX Stamp & Postcard Show, Comfort Hotel, 3020 Blanshard St. Hours:
Sat. 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Sun. 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Sponsor/Affiliate: VIPS,
GVPS. For more information contact Don Shorting, exhibition chairman, email

docdon@shaw.ca. Website: vicstamps.com.
Oct 17, Calgary, AB
CALTAPEX 2014, Oct 17 to 18. The Kerby Centre, 1133-7 Ave. SW
The annual regional show of the Calgary Philatelic Society, Stamp dealers,
Exhibits, Live Auction, Banquet (Sat. evening), Junior’s Table, Circuit and
Private Treaty Books, Refreshments available, FREE ADMISSION,
Hours: Friday 1 p.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Contact: Phone: 403-238-7845, Email: herdzikw@telus.net

Website: calgaryphilatelicsociety.com
Courtesy of Canadian Stamp News
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