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T

he Edmonton Stamp Club dates back to 1912. The Club is Life
Chapter #6 of the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada and Chapter #680
of the American Philatelic Society.
The editor welcomes communications of all kinds–letters, comment
and articles. Deadline, 7th day of each month.
These may be forwarded to Box 399, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2J6 or
email to fxtauber@shaw.ca
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President’s Welcome
Greetings Philatelists!
The winds of change that brought a new editor to the Edmonton
Stamp Club Bulletin have gathered strength and continue to swirl
things around. Fred Tauber, our new editor, continues to improve
and update our website, edmontonstampclub.com, as well as
making sure that everyone, myself included, stays on a strict
publication schedule. A very large “Thank you!” is his small
reward but it also means that he will not be going back to take
care of the coffee duties. Which brings me around to my role in
this story.
For the next club year, 2014 ‐2015, there will be a new president.
After four years in the position, I have told the Board of Directors
that I would not allow my name to stand for acclimation again. It
has always been my firm belief that there are much more capable
people than myself to fill this position, but as long as I sit in the
chair, they are too polite to tap me on the shoulder and ask me to
step aside, so I must do it myself. Our new President will have my
full support, as I do not intend to step back from the club, only
readjust my duties a bit. This leads me to my next plea.
Our club depends on volunteers, like so many others do, and
those who put up their hands and step forward to shoulder a part
of the load of helping our club run smoothly deserve our
gratitude. Joe Liusz has consented to organize a Nomination
committee to “beat the bushes” and give all interested individuals
a chance to take part in leading this great little club of ours. Our
annual club Election Night will take place on June 9 and
nominations from the floor will be accepted, as always. Please
consider, if your health and family allow it, taking a more active
role in leading our club forward, either as a President, or as a
Director. The Board meets monthly so the time demands are not
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particularly onerous and the chores are shared by all. That way
the benefits fall back to the Edmonton Stamp Club. The Board
meetings are congenial gatherings with opportunities for
discussion of future events and plans. You would make a
welcome addition. Please consider it.
Rob Schutte, our Membership Director, after four years of
keeping track of all the members and their dues, has asked to take
a break from the Membership table and is hoping to train a
conscientious, detail‐orientated individual to keep tabs on the
current members’ information and their club status. After four
years, Rob has certainly earned his hiatus but the winds have yet
to blow someone new into the position. If you have any
suggestions, please see if you could whisper them in Joe’s ear.
As for myself, the Board has allowed me to take over Carol
Warren’s role as Circuit Book manager. After years of keeping
track of the circuit books, their contents, their owners and their
sales, Carol is planning to concentrate on her own stamps. Hats
off for a job well done, Carol! Now, let’s see if I will be able to
continue the tradition. I look forward to the challenge and Carol
has graciously offered her full support so I wouldn’t feel totally
lost in the process. Oh, yes, I will be the Coffee Guy as well so you
will see me at the meetings. I just will have less to say and many
people would consider that an additional blessing.
Yes, the winds are stirring things about, but change need not be
an unwelcome event. Put your hand up, step forward and help
make our club as strong as it could be, because this club is
definitely much more than a group of directors with a larger
group of bystanders. June 9 is Election Night and it would be
great if we could actually vote for specific people in specific
positions rather than just rubber stamp a whole bunch of
acclimations. How do you feel about it?
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I’ll end this collection of rants and musings with a few important
announcements. You may see more information on these topics
elsewhere in the Bulletin, but I would like to ensure that you are
aware of them. Firstly, our Kiloware Night is scheduled for May 26.
For 10 cents per stamp you will be able to choose from thousands of
on‐paper clippings from a wide range of Canada and worldwide.
Dave Ellis is ready to dazzle us with two boxes of kiloware, much of it
generously donated by Mirko Zatka Philately of Calgary. (Calgary
does not deserve all the disrespect it gets from Edmonton.) I am
confident you will find treasures if you are wiling to sit, chat, and sift,
with your fellow members.
Secondly, Richard Barnes has finalized the Summer Meeting Auction
lots. On July 28, the ESC Summer Meeting will take place at the
Chateau Louis Convention Centre. With refreshments, circuit books,
the auction and good company, how can you resist attending?
Thirdly, dues are due next month. The $25 annual cost is small but it
does pay you benefits. You are allowed to bid and sell at our club
auctions, take circuit books home to peruse, and receive a well‐
written Bulletin regularly throughout the year. Our club is strong
because of the amount of members but its strength relies upon a
continued commitment from all its members. Thank you for being
an active member and keeping your dues up to date. With a new
Membership Director waiting in the wings, I would like all to help
him/her by staying current with as few reminders as possible.
That should cover most of what I have to impart. I’ll probably think of
something else after I send this off to Fred but whatever it is will
have to wait for the next issue. Please stay tuned and, in the
meantime, take care of not only those little bits of paper but also
one another. Our hobby is a joyful one with room for serious
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study and varied interests but it is the collector in all of us that
binds us together. Stay connected and stay strong.
Happy stamping to you ……President Pete

***

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Hear Ye!

***

All members of the Edmonton Stamp Club and any
interested members of the public are invited to
attend a celebration in honour of Alan Meech.
For decades Alan toiled to bring us the Bulletin,
issue after issue after issue. Now we will take
the opportunity to recognize his talents, his
diligence, his sense of humour, and his devotion
to our club. Please plan to attend the June 9,
2014 meeting at St. Joeseph’s High School
cafeteria and let Alan know how you felt about
his Bulletin.
If anyone deserves a tribute, it
would be Alan!

WEST EDMONTON COIN AND STAMP
West Edmonton Mall
We have a great selection of supplies, catalogues,
supplements and reference material. We also have a large
selection of world wide postcards, covers and first day
covers, and an extensive selection of mint and used
stamps from A to Z. There are always new finds in our 5¢ boxes.
We buy and sell stamps, coins, gold, silver and other
collectibles. See our friendly and knowledgeable staff to
meet your collecting needs. We also do mail orders.
10% discount on regular priced supplies to E.S.C.
members.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Continuing special – 50% off all covers
We are Direct Distributors for the Royal Canadian Mint
Fax. 780-486-5243 Tel. 780-444-1156
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PUBLIC AUCTIONS
WANTED IMMEDIATELY:

Single items ! CANADA, USA, Worldwide and foreign mint or used
better single sets, errors, etc.
Covers ! CANADA and Worldwide individual covers, collections
and accumulations including Postal History, unusual
items including pre-1925 picture postcards.
Collections ! CANADA, USA, Foreign country collections and
general Worldwide topical, etc.
Accumulations ! Collection remainders, odds and ends, sheets,
Wholesale dealer stocks, quantity lots, postage, PERFINS,
Cinderellas, etc.
Above items required immediately for outright purchase or inquire about
our attractive consignment details. Illustrated catalogues upon request.
Want lists filled.
WILD ROSE PHILATELICS
Box 1422, Edmonton, AB T5J 2N5
(tel.) 1-780-437-1605 (fax) 1-780-430-0213
E-mail: wildrosephil@wildrosephilatelics.com
Web site: www.wildrosephilatelics.com
Check out our web site and follow the links to
our current offerings on E-Bay!
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POSTCROSSING
In early June of 2013 while reading a back issue of Linn's
Stamp News I read an article about Postcrossing, of which I
had never heard. It sounded simple enough and seemed
easy to become involved. After registering as a user you
are able to request an address and have up to 5 postcards
travelling at the same time. When one of your postcards is
received and registered by the recipient you are entitled to
send another postcard and to receive a postcard. There are
progressive steps after which you have sent a number of
postcards that you may have more than 5 travelling at the
same time. I am now at the level at which I have 11
postcards travelling at the same time.
All information may be found at www.postcrossing.com
The statistics change constantly, but as of the date that I am
writing this article (April 02, 2014), Worldwide there are
468,080 members representing 223 Countries. Canada has
6,690 members, who since the formation of Postcrossing
have sent 386,197 postcards and received 351,130
postcards. Of the total members not all are currently active,
some are only moderately active. I'm sure the continuous
increase in the cost of postage is of major concern to many
members.
As for my personal experience, I sent my first postcard on June 20,
2013 and received my first postcard on July 09, 2013. As of
March 31, 2014 I have sent 103 postcards to 25 different countries
and received 97 postcards from 25 country's. In total I have either
sent or received postcards from 35 different countries. Of the
postcards that I have sent the highest number that went to one
country was 13 to the Netherlands and the most I received from
one country was 19 from Germany. These 103 postcards that I
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sent travelled 801,973km and the 97 that I received travelled
737,143km.
In my profile I had indicated my languages spoken/read is English
& German, 5 postcards that I received were written in German. It
was a great pleasure to read these cards as I have not read German
for probably 60 years or more. I did have a very difficult time
reading a couple of those cards, so I have changed my profile to
English. Who knows maybe sometime in the future I'll try the
German again.
On September 09,2013 Finland issued a set of 4 non denominated
first class stamps to recognize Postcrossing. As well I have a
postcard produced in Finland recognizing Postcrossing, however I
do not know if the postcard was issued by the Post Office.
Both items are reproduced within the Bulletin. Both items are
provided courtesy of Arja Finnila a Postcrossing member from
Finland. Thank you Arja.
To this point I have found this new endeavor very interesting and
rewarding. I look forward to opening my mailbox with the
possibility that there may be another postcard from somewhere in
the world.
Have a look at the website, and just maybe it may light a spark for
you. If anyone wishes you may discuss with me further in respect
to my experiences, see me at the club meetings.
Roy B. Hauer.
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Eastern Silesia 1918 -1920
The Czech occupation of a part of Silesia is one of “the well kept
secrets" of the Czech history. This story is not widely known,
however every collector of Czechoslovak stamps knows its
outcome - the Czechoslovak and Polish stamps with overprints
SO 1920. Let’s look at it!
On October 28, 1918 the Czechoslovak Republic was established.
At the same time a state of German population called „The
Province Sudetenland" with its capital in Opava (Troppau) was
founded in Northern Moravia and Bohemian part of Silesia. The
goal of establishing of this state was the same as the founding of
remaining German states in Bohemia : to save the area for
German and to incorporate it directly into Germany after WWI.
The Czech population established in Ostrava on Oct. 29, 1918
own Národní výbor with aim of incorporating the Eastern Silesia
area into Czechoslovakia . And in addition on October 30, 1918
the Polish population founded the Polish National Council (Rada
Narodowa) in Tešín (Cieszyn / Teschen). All these organizations
play the key roles in our story.
The main problem lay in determining the borders between
Czechoslovakia and Poland in this area. Národní výbor and
Rada Narodowa set first preliminary borders on November 5,
1918, but both sides felt the borders were not definitive. The
borders were not convenient for Czechoslovakia, because
some important towns and the large coal mining areas
belonged as per the agreement to Poland, but
Czechoslovaks need to earn time for fighting with
“Sudetenland Province".
The Czechoslovak government started late in November
liberation of all German areas in Bohemia and Moravia, incl. the
territory of “The Sudetenland Province". As result of this action,
Opava was occupied by Czechoslovak units on December 18,
1918. Until end of December the Czechoslovak troops occupied
all towns and villages belonging to the Province, after which
only two players in the contest for Silesia remained .
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The relationship between the Czechoslovaks and Poles in Eastern
Silesia was getting worse in Dec. 1918 and Jan. 1919. Neither
side was prepared to accept the offers of the other party, both of
them wanted the whole area for own state.
On Jan. 10, 1919 the Polish government declared that elections
for Polish Parliament, would be held for Jan. 26, 1919 (see a
stamp in fig. 1 issued in Northern Polish Postal District, Michel
– Polen, Nr. 125, showing Mr. Trampczynski, first Chairman of
Polish Parliament – called Sejm – elected in the
1919 elections.

The Polish voting districts contained area of
Eastern Silesia as well. The Czechoslovak
government refused the incorporating of the
above area to the Polish voting districts.
According to information contained in Mr. Permans´s book, the
Tešín area was one of the Bolshevik centers, in which the
Bolshevik agents called for Soviet revolution, workers were under
their influence and the coal production goes rapidly down, which
caused large problems in coal distribution in whole Bohemia,
Moravia and Silesia.
Because the negotiations between Czech and Polish governments
have no positive result and the Polish government was not in a
position to defeat the communist movement in Silesia, which had
negative impact on Czechoslovak economy, the Czechoslovak
government decided to occupy the territory. This military action
was called „Expedition of colonel Šnejdárek". Colonel Šnejdárek
was one of the officers of Czech Legions in France during WWI,
and after return from France he was one of the best officers of
Czechoslovak Army.
To be continued…..
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PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

COLIN PRESIZNIUK ASSOCIATES
PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS
www.accountantscga.com
Over 25 Years Experience in Auditing, Tax & Business Counselling
For Personal and Corporate Tax, Not for Profit Charities & Small
Business

Northside (Head Office)
Colin Presizniuk MBA, CGA, FCCI, TEP
Brian Anderson, B.COM, CA
Rami Alherbawi, BSc, CGA
Luu Ho, BSc, BCom, CGA, CFE
#107, White Oaks Square, 12222 - 137 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5L 4X5

780 448-7317

An Association of Independent Professional Accountants
UNTO THE LORD
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2014 Meeting Dates
The Edmonton Stamp Club meets Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in the cafeteria of St.
Joseph High School, 10830 - 109 Street. Park to the north of the school and use
the main entrance at the south-east corner of the school. For information about
the regular club call 780-451-0420 or 780-437-1787.

2014: May 12 & 26, June 9
July 28, summer meeting & auction (Chateau Louis)
Auction open to Members Only.
Edmonton BNAPS (British North America Philatelic Society) meets from time
to time. All BNAPSers welcome. For information contact David Piercey at 780-4372771 or Steven Friedenthal at 780-458-1233.

E.S.C. Distinguished Service Award
Our Club’s highest award, the Edmonton Stamp Club service award.
Members are eligible on the basis of service for the benefit of philately
and for service to the club.
2014 Bill VanderStelt
2013 Ed Muxlow
2012 Carol Warren
2011 Richard Barnes
2010 Bob Hyodo
2009 Joe Liusz
2008 Ed Dykstra
2007 George (Bud) Cutler
2006 Patricia Bates
2005 John Attrell
2004 Ernie Carlson
2003 Roy Hauer
2002 David Piercey
2001 Jim Miller
2000 Margaret Powell
1999 Christopher Miller
1998 Maurice Hampson

1997 Alan Meech
1996 Edmund Harris
1995 John Powell
1994 Deirdre McKay
1993 Edgar Mackay
1992 Roman Zrobok
1991 Doris McKay
1990 Jan Roebroek
1989 Michael Burrington
1988 Stewart Kenyon
1987 Siegfried Osterwoldt
1986 Kim Frandsen
1985 Doris Church
1984 Ian Paterson
1983 Keith Spencer
1982 Bert Huffman
1981 Clark Bolton
1980 George Parkinson
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Stamp Forgeries
Philatelic Terminology
With stamp forgeries, there are a number of terms that
are used interchangeably by many collectors, but the
terms actually refer to very different types of things. The
common philatelic terms are as
follows:

Counterfeit (postal forgery) - these
counterfeits were created for a different
market than philatelists. Such postage
stamps are usually common definitive
postage stamps that are counterfeited to
defraud a particular government's postal
service.
Some postal forgeries are actually quite collectible, and can be
many times more expensive than the actual postage stamp they
were originally made to imitate. Postal stamp forgeries have been
around since the beginning of postage stamps, with counterfeit
postage stamps showing up in the mails, not too long after the
issue of the Penny Black. This was the primary reason that many
countries experimented with watermarks, special papers, soluble
inks, secret marks, silk threads, etc., in order to prevent
counterfeiting.
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There are also "political postal
forgeries", as well. During World
War II, the Axis and Allied
governments occasionally printed
imitations of the definitive
postage stamps of their enemies,
usually with insulting pictures or
slogans on them. They were
never circulated in the actual
countries, but they are popular
with stamp collectors today, and
some of them are quite valuable.

Forgery - postage stamps produced to defraud
collectors and to defraud stamp-issuing
governments. Knowledge is an important tool in
detecting forgeries. A person that can easily spot
stamp forgeries can usually save a lot of money in
expertizing fees. All serious specialists in 19th
Century classical material should study forgeries
and have reference copies of them, along with the
genuine stamps, in their collections.
Fake - the alteration of a genuine stamp to make it appear as something else.
Fakes might refer to cancels, overprints, added or clipped perforations,
design alterations, etc.
Fake cancels are a real problem for many postmark collectors, and they can
be difficult to detect.
Some very rare early U.S. coil and imperforate stamps have also been faked,
by trimming the perforations off of an inexpensive sheet-stamp with the
same appearance.
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Official Reprints - postage stamps that are no longer valid for
postage, but that are produced by governments, to meet a philatelic
need.
The People's Republic of China did this, after supplies of their
1949 first issues were exhausted, in order to provide the stamps for
collectors.

Most of the German
States, years after the
postage stamps had
become obsolete,
made reprints of their
first issues, for sale to
collectors. Many of these reprints, or "nachdrucken", in
German, are quite valuable now, and they are collected
alongside the original government issues by specialists. They
usually have printing on the back of them, either "ND" or
"Nachdruck", or they have slightly different characteristics
than the original postage stamp issues.
In 1875, the U.S. government made reprints of every postage
stamp that had been issued since 1847, including the then
current definitive series. These were created to provide
stamp collectors with mint examples of the early U.S.
postage stamps. They were sold, by mail-order and at face
value, by the U.S. Post Office Department. Oddly, not many
of the reprints were sold, so today they are all worth a
fortune -- many times the mint catalog values of the original
postage stamp issues!
Source Stamp-Collecting-World.com
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A Personal Note About Forgeries
Of The Australian States
By Fred Tauber
Being a collector of Victorian stamps, I found the Australian States
An enjoyable and interesting collection. This collection can be
pricey. Therefore some (no, lots of) knowledge of forgeries,
reprints, fakes and specimens is a big must. The following reviews
some of these stamps available on eBay, my main source for these
stamps. The prices realized by these copies is surprising. Most
sellers do state the authenticity of the stamps. But not all, Beware.
All prices realized are in Canadian dollars.
No. 1

No. 1 - NSW-2_U, Spiro forgery$30
No. 2 - VIC-3_M, Jeffryes
forgery, blk 4- $22
No. 3 - WA-41_U, blk 4, Spiro
forgery, litho- $45

No. 2

No. 3
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May 30 - June 1, 2014
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada
royal2014royale.com

Coming Events
May 30 - June 1, 2014

Royal *2014* Royale
The RPSC.
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada

85th Convention of
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MAY 24, 2014 Vernon, BC
Vernon Stamp Show & Bourse, Schubert Centre, 3505 30th Ave.
Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free admission, stamp auction, door
prize, food and beverage available. Sponsor/Affiliate: Okanagan
Mainline Philatelic Association. For more information contact
Roy.
Telephone: 250-542-4127
Email: rhein2@telus.net.
MAY 30 to JUNE 1, 2014 Halifax, Nova Scotia
Royal 2014 Royale. The 85th convention of the Royal Philatelic
Society of Canada.
Website:
royal2014royale.com

Important Notice
Nominations and elections for the board members (20142015), will be held June 9th 2014. We need volunteers to
become directors. The president’s position is open, all
director positions are open. Please attend this meeting.

Dues, Dues, Dues, are $DUE$. Keep your
membership up to date. ($25.00)
SUMMER MEETING & AUCTION
The Summer meeting will be held July 28th 2014
At the Chateau Louis Conference Centre.
THIS AUCTION IS OPEN TO CLUB MEMBERS ONLY!
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